ES ANTLCO 
Or, a ſad 
COMPLAINT 
Concerning 
The new Oath or Covenant + 


| Preſented in à Letter to a deare and 
, Friend, with earneſt requeſt forhis advice and p prayerte 


2 . 2 


SH a true loyal Subject, and lover of the. 
PARE TAMENT.. - 


HARVARD RQLLESE LIBRARY 
FROM THE LIBRARY 
OF f. L. @AY 
nk 1, 1916 


ri) ; 


FFF 


The Anti- Covenant, Or, 
A ſad complaint concerning the new Oatb, &c. 


=—=1 Eare Friend and Brother, it is not unknowneto 
D, the world, as well as to thoſe ſaber and pious 
Chriſtians, that are of our ſociety and aequain- 
l tance, What an honourable and reverend eſteem 
/ | the very name of Parliament hath alwayes carri- 
Zen <d with us two, and how obſcrvant we have 
ID beene of their commands, without diſputi 
the ir power or integrity. When the Proteſtation was enjoyne 
we willingly and chearfully tooke it, hoping thereby. to give ſuf. 
ficient teſtimony both to the King and Parliament, and to all others 
that ſhould otherwiſe ſcruple it, of our love and ⁊cale to the true e- 
ſtabliſhed Proteſtant Religion, of our loyalty and obedience to our 
gracious Sovercigne, of out honour and eſteeme of both Houſes of 
Parliament, and their juſt power and priviledges, and of our ſenſe 
and care of the rights and liberties of the ſubject: and this ſolemne 
Oath we have endeavoured to obſerve and kee pe. When the Poll - 
mony and great Subſidy were granted, both by King and Parliament 
we moſt readily paid both. When the diſtreſſed condition of Ires 
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land was recommended to us, we cheercfully contributed: Nay, 


when the Propoſitions were made tous, for plate, money, and 
horſe, to fetch our good King from hisevill Counſellours, (it be- 
ing declared to us by tome of the members ofthe Houſe of Com- 


-mons,and others of their Commiſſioners, that his Majeſtie was deſi- 


rous to come from them, and that thoſe about him would fly from 
him upon the appearance of the Parliaments forces, without ſtriki 
one ſtroke) wee were perſwaded to lend liberally upon the Publike 
Faith towards that ſervice: And ſince that, upon ſeverall new ſug- 
eſt ions, we have given ſuch credit to ſome Members of both Hou- 
es Speeches, and to ſome Preachers; (whom they have countenan- 


ced, if not ſent amongſt us) that we have not with-holden fromthe 
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Parliament what we have beene able to ſpare. Neither did we ſtop 
here (though our ſpeed was by this time well taken off) but often 
and often fince, partly out of feare, and partly out of hope; feare of 
being (after all this)reputed Malignants (a name more odious then 
Turke, Pagan, or Papiſt) and hope at laſt of an Accommodation, (a 
mercy too great for this ſinfull Nation as yet to pertake of) we have 
by our wives, kindred, or freinds, more then once ſubminiſtred to 
the preſſing neccſlities of the Parliaments forces. But now (deare 
Brother) what ſhall. we do? When all that we have done hitherto, 
will keepe neither our houſes from plundering, nor our perſons from 
impriſonment, nor our names from being Malignant, nor our wives 
and children from beggery and miſery, unleſſe we will wound our 
eonſcienees, and hazard our ſoules by horrid and palpable per jury. 
Oh, that we had but fore ſeen this impoſing upon our ſoules and con- 
{ciences, when firſt the opening of our purſes was called for; but it 
was Gods juſt judgement upon us for our ſinnes: firſt, to blind us 
ſo long, till we had made a rod for our ſelves, and then to awe us 
with that rod,till our ſevere maſters haye brought us to that undoub. 
ted triall , whether we fcare God or them, whether wee love our 
toules, or our eſtates and liberties moſt. But what is the matt er? 
Why, read, and the Lord give you underſtanding. 


Whereas the Lords and Commons now aſſembled in Parliament 


have declared, That there hath beene, and now is, a Popiſh and trai- 
terous plot, & c. as it followeth in the Introductionand Covenant to 
be taken by the Armies and Kingdome. | 

(With one clauſe more added in the Lords and Commons Oath, 
for their not laying. downe Armes.) This is the new Vow and Co- 
venant taken by the Lords and Commons now aſſembled in Parlia- 
ment, and voted by them to be taken by the Armies and Kingdome. 
together with the Introduction, deelaring the grounds and reaſons 
inducing them thereunto. . - 

I know it is not fit for private men to be too inquiſitive into, much 
leſſe cenſorious of the decrees and ordinances of publike States, un- 
leſſe it be where ſuch decrees and ordinances. concerne the ſoules 
and conſciences of men, and there every man is bound both diligent» 
ly toexamine, and diſcreetly to judge whatfoever is injoyned him, 
before he ſubmit himſelfe thereunto ; as alſo co counſell and adviſe 
his brethren. Be pleaſed then, deare Brother (for fo I have ever 

| called 


-» 


-» 


(3) | 
called and eſteemed you) to give me leave to acquaint you with my 
thoughts, both of this Oath and its Introduction: and wherein 
etre (as who ĩsinfallible? not the Compoſers themſelves; much leſſe 
any private man, and leaſt of all my ſelfe, the weakeſt of ten thou- 
ſand ) I be ſeeeh you be my gentle corrector, and friendly inſtructor. 
And firſt I begin withthe Introduction. 

The reaſons and grounds of impoſing and taking this new Oath, 
here alleadged, are principally theſe three: kane? $6 2 eb I As 

1. For that the Lords and Commons have declared, that there 
hath beene and now is, a Popiſh and traiterous plot for the ſubver- 
ſion ef the true Proteſtant Reformed Religion, and the liberty of the 
Subject. and that in purſuance thereof, a Popiſh army hath beene raĩ- 
ſed and is now on foot in divers parts of this Kingdome. 

2. That the Lords and Commons have further ina ſolemne man- 
ner declared, vowed, and covenanted, That in order to the ſecuri 
and preſervation of the true Proteſtant Religion, and liberty of the 
Subject, they will not conſent to the lay ing downe of Arms, ſo long 
as the Papiſts, now in open warre againſt the Parliament, ſhall by 
force of armes be protected againſt the juſtice thereof. a 

3. For that the Lords and Commons have declared that there hath 
been a traiterous and horrid deſigne lately deſcovered by the great 
bleſſing and eſpeciall providence of God, of divers perſons to joyne 


themſelves with the Armies raiſed by the King, andto deſtroy the 


Forces raiſed by the Lords & Commons in Parliament, to ſurpriſe the 
Cities of London & Weſtminſter, with the Suburbs, and by Armes 
to force the Parliament; all which reaſons are amplified with an aſ- 
fertion. That the {aid Lords and Commons do find by cenſtant ex- 
perience, That many wayes of Force and treachery are continually 
attempted to bring ro utter rume and deſtruction the Parliament & 
Kingdom, & that which is deareſt, the true Proteſtant Religion. 


And then followes the inference or concluſion, that for the preven- 


ting & withſtanding the ſame, they have thought fit, that all,&c. 
ſhould bind themſelves each to other in a ſacred vow and covenant, 
in manner and forme as followeth, 7 A, B. in humility and reve= 
rence, Ofc. 


The grounds and reaſons in their order. 


Firſt, we are told, That the Lords and Commons now aſſembled  - 


in Parliament have declared, that there hath beene, and now is a po- 
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piſh & traĩterous plot for the . of the true Proteſtant Re- 
Jigion, and the Liberty of the Subject. And that in purſuance there- 
of, &c. This is the firſt Credendum, ſet forth to uſher in our Ju- 
. wFandum: this we mult believe, therefore thus and thus we muſt 
ſweare. But why muſt we believe this? becauſe the Lords and 
Commons have Declared it. I owe the Lords and Commons my o- 
bedience in a ſubordinate way, next and immediatly under my King: 
but I do not yet know that I ow them my Faith,m that ſupreme way 
as to believe whatſoever they declare. Nay, I know the contrary; 
2nd theretore I will be bold to examine the truth of this credendum, 

ſo far as I am able, before I give up my faith unto it. SEG 
That there hath beene in this Kingdome a Popiſh and trayterous 
plot, for the ſubverſion ot the true Proteſtant Reformed Religion, is 
recorded to us, and to our poſterities, with an Act of Parliament for 
am Anniverſary commemoration of our deliverance from the ſame. 
And I doubt not but there have beene many other plots fince, to the 
fame purpoſe, by the ſame faction, though God of his mercy hath 
diſappointed them ere they came to any viſible maturity: Neither 
will I alcogether free the late potent Faction from intending ſome 
ſuch miſfcheife. Nay further, I am not very flow of heart to be leeve, 
That there is now at this preſent in this Kingdome a traiterous plot 
for the fame purpoſe, which may as well be called a Popiſh, as an 
Anabaptiſt icall, Browniſticsll, or Separatiſticall plot, the Papiſts as 
ell as the Anabaptiſts, Browniffs, and other Separatiſts, contri- 
ving and contributing what they. can thereunto, and all meeting and 
confenting in the ſame poſitions and doctrines for the effecting 
thereof. For what Luther ſaid of the Anabaptiſts and Papiſts, we find 
by wofull experience true of them all, Fratres ſunt, & caudis conjune 
He ſunt, vrl pet, ſed capitibus diverſa: fing unt [eſe foris magnos ho ſtes ef = 
e, cum tamen int us vere idem ſentiant, doce ant, ac defendant, they are all 
brethren, and they are crafty- foxes linked together by the tales, 
thoughitheir heads looke divers waies, they ourwardly feigne them- 
ſelves to be great enemies eachto other, but inwardly they do ves 
rily think, teach, and maintaine one and the ſame thing. And all theſe 
though they pretend too much the liberty of the Subject, yet the 
truth is, they intend only to inlarge their own liberty and licentiouſ- 
neſſe, and to deftroy the juſt liberty and property, as well as the duty 
& loialty of all Subjects whatſoever. Thus far it is no difficult matter 
to 


WO | 
to beleeve that there hath beene and now is a plot for the fubverfian 
of the true reformed Proteſtant Religion, and the liberty of the Subs 
ject, and to the lawfull defence of the ame thus plotted agai 
ceive my ſelſe already ſufficiently bound, not only by my duty, as L am 
a Proteſtant and a Subject, but alſo by my late Oath or Prote ſtation, 
as I am thereby a new ſworne Proteſtant and Subject. And there - 
fore if that be the true cauſe why I ſhould take an oath, I have very 
lately for the fame cauſe already taken one; and I humbly conceive 
that having made the former oath ſo lately, for their ſatisfaction who 
require this. they ought to reſt ſatisfied with the former, without ur. 
ging any other; it being a ruled caſe in law, Dato jure juramdo nou 4+ 
454 quaritur quam, an juratum fit remiſſa quaſt ione an debeatu r, qaaſ 
ſatis probatum fit jurejuraudo: w hen once an oath is given, no further 
ueſtion is to be made, then whether the oath be taken or not, all o. 
te queſtions of the proofe of what is controverted, aretobere- 
mitted as being proved ſufficiently by the very making oath thereof;. 
and you well know what the Apoſtles rule in that cate is, Hes. 6.16. 
an oath for conformation is (at leaſt ought to be) to them (to thoſe 
who require the oath): an end of all ſtrite. And the multiply ing of 
oathes is perillous as well to the impoſers, as to the ta lers 
But to go on with the firſt reaſon, That in purſuance of ſuc ot 
ſuch a Popiſti plot, & c. a Popiſſi Army hath beene raiſed, fand is now] 
on foot in divers parts of this K ingdome; here my faith ſo ſtaggers 
that I cannot poſſibly keepe it up to this aſſertion, and that for theſe 
Reaſons: | | ene he 
Firſt, becauſe that an Army cannot truly be called a Popiſh Ar- 
my, wherein not ſive of an hundred are Papiſts, unleſſe we take Pa. 
piſts in that latitude as to involve all thoſe that imbrace, adhere to, 
2nd maintaine the eſtabliſhed Doctrine and Dileipline of the huren 
of England. Andif five of an hundred in an Army being Papiſts may 
give the name of Fopiſh to that Army, what name can we thinke of 
for that Army, wherein there are (beſides; Papiſts) Anabaptiſts, 
Brownifts, Familiſts, and other Sectaries an hundred for five tine 


Reformed Proteſtants? Tis not denied but that there are now in the 
Kings Army too many that are Papiſts, and yer there are no more 
Papiſts in that Army, then ought to be there; for being Subjects as 

well as Papiſts, they are bound both by the Lawes of God and of this 
Nation, to aſſiſt their King in his warre sboꝛh againſt forreigne ence 

8 mies, 
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mies, and — native rebells and uſurpors: and the King is bound 
to protect them againſt ſpoile, rapine, and other oppreſſion, aſwell 
as his other Subjects. it is ( I ſolemnly profeſſe)a ſore greife to my 
ſoule( & lo I am confident tis to all really religious Proteſtant ſoules 
beſides) that ever our King, who hath beene ſo long, and ſtill is, ſo 
eminent a Defender of the true Proteſtant Religion, ſhould neede 
the aſſiſtance of Papiſts, to defend his Royall perſon, honour, and e- 
ſtate; as tis a ſhame to our Religion it ſelf, that Papifts ſhould ſhew 
their Loyalty and Allegeance to their K ing in ſuch a defence, when 
ſo many, that would be reputed the only true Proteſtants, either 
take up or maintaine the taking up armes againſt him. This ſcandall 
to the Proteſtant Religion would ſcarce ever be wiped off, were 
there not (bleſſed be God for it) forty Proteſtants to one Papiſt, 
that cheartully and valiantly aſſiſt the King in theſe preſent warres, 
with their lives and eſtates. Secondly, if the Army raiſed by His 
Majeſty, and now on foot in divers parts of this Kingdome, be a 
Popiſh Army, it were worth the knowing, when it became ſo, or 
when at [caſt jt became to be fo reputed, For that magnanimous and 
royall army which hath ever attended his ſacred perſon, I find ſeve- 
rall Declarations of both Houſesof Parliament, wherein they who 
levied choſe forees, and they that were levicd, have beene called 


ill affected perſons. Cavaliers, Delinquents, Malignants, and the 


likez but ſcarce the name of Papiſts was for a long time mentioned 
in any of them. Since that, I find Papiſts, a ſeſuiticall faction, 
. Prelaticall Clergy, and diſcontented perſons added to the former; 
and all called Aſſiſtants in and to the Forces prepared;butas yet they 
were not called aPopiſh Army, and it ſeemes there was not the 
leaſt cauſe why they ſhould be ſo ſtiled; for that no ſooner was the 
Name of Papiſts or Jeſaiticall faction mentioned by them, as having 
ought to do in that ſervice for the King, but preſently his Sacred 
Majeſty cauſed a Proclamation to iſſue forth; given at his Court at 
YerkcAuguſt 10. 1642, expreſly commanding, that no perſon or 
perſons whatſoever, being Popiſh Recuſants, - ſhould come to His 
Court, contrary tothe law in that caſe provided, or takeany office 
or place, or liſt himielfe as a ſouldier in His Service. And though the 
ig at the time of that terrible battle at Edgehill had admitted ſome 
few Papiſts of eminent abilities in command and conduct into His 
Service; yet He is graciouſly pleaſed to yeeld ſuch a faire 2 _ 
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ſonable account thereof in His Declaration to all His loving Sub. 
Jects after His late victory againſt the Rebells on Sunday 23 of Octo - 
ber 1642. as muſt needes be to all that will credit the word of a King. 
-moſt abundantly ſatisfactory. And Tince that battell, that maske 
ol fighting for the King being then blowne off with their owne pri- 
ming powder) tis not to be indured in point of Honour by any Pro- 
teſtant that regards the honour of his Religion, that any fhould ay, 
the Papiſts have ſo outſtript the Proteſlants in loyaley, as to wiu the 
denomination of the Kings Army to be Popiſh from their iupetin- 
creaſing thereim And (bleſſed be the Lord for it) they have not the 
leaſt cauſe ſo to brag, for what cauſe ſoe ver others have been pleai- 
ed foto declare. Then for the Kings Army in che Weſt fo long un- 
der the command of t hat valiant and ſuc cefſe full, religious and pious 
Sir RalphHopton, I do not remember that amongſt᷑ all the lyes and 
ſl anders, all the calumnies and reproaches, that have beene preached 
or printed, any have yet becne ſo wickedly impadent as to call that 
Popiſh, or to affirme that any knowne Papiſts are ſiſted in it. I am 
iure both ouſes ot Parliament in their Ordinances made againſt Sir 
Kalph, and his Forces (vx. that in June 27464. lor the prevention 
of a moſt horrid, wicked and unnaturall deſigne purſued by Sir Rach 
Honto n, and his adherents &c.and that made the fame day for the aſ- 
ſeſſing of Malfgnancs in the County of Sommerſet, & c.) never call 
any of thoſe that have aſſiſted him or joyned with him Papilts; but 
only Rebells and Traitors. So that we are forced to looke into the 
Northerne parts to find out this Popiſſi Army: and for the Army in 
thoſe parts, thengh I find ſome Diurmils, and other ſuch like ly ing 
and flanderouspamphlers, wherein that Army was called-Popiſh, - 
even at its firſt aduancing into | Forkeſhiwez yer I obſerved that the 
Lords & Commons aſſembledꝭ in Par liamene, did not rhemſclves ſtile 
it lo, no nat in their Declaration for the ſuppreſſing of divers Pa- 
piſts, and other malignant perſons in the Counties of Yorke, Nor- 
thumberland, Weſtmerland, Cumberland, Lancaſnhire, Cheſhire, 
& c. Novemb. 23.1643. They therein declare that the Papiſts: and 
other malignants, and ill affected per ſons in thoſe Counties had en- 
tred into an aſſociation, and cauſed Forces both ot horſe and 


foot to be raiſed to aid and aſſiſt the Popiſſj and malignant party in 

thoſe parts but for all this they do not yet brand them wich the name 

ol a popiſh Army; afterwards e they bad found that ehe 
just 1 name 
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name of popiſh army ſpread abroad (as I but now ſaid) by Diurnals, 
and other lying and ſcandalous pamphlets (the conſtant pre ſſures to 
prepare the way tor more authenticke Declarations, ) had ſome what 
ſtartled and amazed the poore Country people: then we heare the 
ſtile of an Army of Papiſts under the command of the Earle of New. 
caftle, made uſe of, as in that Declaration of the Houſe of Commons 
Decemb. 15. 164 2. the Declaration of the Lords and Commons ſtill 
retaining their former ſtile But paſſe by the originall of that army: 
Did that army as yet ever merit the name of Popiſh? That there 
were, and are more Papiſts in that army, then in all the Kings armies 
throughout the Kingdome | doe verily belee ve: thoſe Counties out of 
which it was raiſed abounding with Papiſts more then other Counties 
by far. And yet we have beene aſſured from ſuch as de ſerve our credit, 
that all the Papiſts in that army are not a hand full in compariſon ot 
the whole body. not above one ot fifty, and in all not ſo many as to 
make up two Regiments. But why five times ſo many Papiſts? (if 
there were ſo many in this Kingdome) ſhould not be admmitted to 
take up armes for the defence ot their Soveraigne, and rights 
and libertie of the Subject. I never yet heard any argument worth 
anſwering, nay how the Papiſts, or any for them, could anſwer 
their not taking up Armes in ſuch a caſe without incurring the guilt 
of High Treaſon, is paſt my reſolving. And for the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, which they ſo much hate, and the Power and Priviledge 
ot Parliament, which they ſo much maligne; whereas it is obfeRed 
that it cannot be thought, that they ſhould fight for the defence of 
either of them: I do conceive that if they might be let alone quiet, 
and ſecure without intermedling, their love to either is not ſo great 
as to inflame their ſpirits to ſuch a hazard of their lives for their ſakes; 
but the preſſing neceffities of the preſenrt-times' ingaging them in a 
War, and they finding the quarrel] to be betwixt the ſafety ofthe 
Kings perſon. honour, and eſtate; and the ambitious, ſeditious and re- 
bellious deſignes and attempts of ſome of His Subjects, betwixt Pro- 
teſtants, and ſome Anabaptiſts, Browniſts and other Sectaries, be- 
twixt the enjoyuing the juſt power and priviledges of Parliament, 
together with their owne lives, goods and eſtates, and the being 
ſpoyled, robbed and deprived of all. or the moſt of theſe hy the arbi- 
trary power and priviledges: ofa:few Lords and Commons; tis no 
wonder to ſee them to offer themſelves willingly to defend — 
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maintain the former, rather then to endure & ſuffer the latter. Beſides 
when tbe Proteſtants in a Kingdome are imbroyled in a civill warrg 
amongſt themſelves, or with any factious and ſchiſmaticall perſons, 
it would not be wiſdome in them to ſuffer the papiſts to ſit quiet and 
ſtill if they ſhould deſire it, leſt when they have weakned each other, 
the Papiſts prove too ſtrong for both. But for further ſatisfaction 
in this point, I referte you to the Earle of Newcaſtle his excellent De- 
claration to that purpole, and to that witty. and ſollid letter of a 
Worthy (whoſoever it was) to his freind in Leceiſterſhire. 

Now theſe things premiſcd, thus cleared, I cannot but wonder 
what is meant by the popiſh army which hath beene raiſed, and is 
now on foot in divers patts oftbis Kingdome: had we beene told that 
there is ſuch an army flying in divers parts of this Kingdome, if we 
could not have ſcene it, it might happily have beene imputed to the 
dulneſſe and weakneſſe of our eye · ſight, or to our want of that light, 
whereby ſome are able to diſcover things that never were, but to 
ſay there is ſuch an army on foot, and yet no more footſteps of it 
to be found, is to tell us little lefle then a miracle, and but of little 
more credit then thoſe late miracles which ſome of our new apoſtles 


bave boaſted of. Well, but let us indulge them that name, ſcein 


they who can call any things or perſons. what they pleaſe, are pleai- 
ed fo to phraſe it. The Army in the North, whereof not above 
foure or five of an handted are Papiſts, is a.Popiſh, Army. But why 


then muſt it be beleeved that there is a popiſh army raiſed and on 


toot in diy ers parts of this Kingdome? Is it becauſe there are divers 
parts of the North wherein that army is, as Teri. Tadeaſter, Pomfret, 
Wakefield, & c, and all theie are parts of this Kingdome; an excellent 
topicall argument to puzle a Freſh. man with: or is it becauſe they 
would have the poore long · deceived people to beleere, that foraf- 
much as the one part of the Kings army in the North is ſomewhat 
Popiſh, therefore all the Kings army chat is now in ſeverall parts of 
this Kingdome, as Oxfordſhire, Dorſerſhire, Sommerſetſhire, De- 
vonſhire, Cornwell, Staffordſhirę aud Worce erſpixe, &c.. conſiſts 
molt of Papiſts? certainly it is in this later ſenſe t t they deſire the 
phraſe Popiſh army may be under ſtood, or elſe it would prove but 
of very litle force to perſwade the common people (who hleſſed be 
God do generally abominate Popery) either taconccive ſo muchexill | 
ofthe Kings army, as they wa them withall, or elle to he- 
- ee ve 
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feeve that there is from them any canſe of fearing the ſubverſion of 
the true reformed Proteſtant Reſigion, and ſo of entring into an oath: 
or covenant to do ſuch and ſuch things as the new Oath requircs. 
And by this time I hope you will excuſe me iſ I do not beleeve that 
there is a popiſh army raiſed, and on foot in divers parts of this Ki g- 
dome. Thirdly, I abborre to let it enter into my thoughts; that any 
army is raiſed by the King {as is affirmed) for the ſubverſion of the 
true Proteſtant Religion. The Preacher commands me in Gods 
name ( whatſoever ſome preachers teach their people in their owne 
and their — 0-9 to curſe the King, no not in my thoughts, Ec- 
cleſ. 10. 20. but ſhould I thinke that the King intends by his Army 
now on foot, or by any other way or meanes to ſubvert the true 
Proteſtant Reformed Religion; though I ſhould nor for all thatcurſe 
him no not in my thoughts. yet I muſt needes think him the moſt ac- 
eur ſed King that ever breathed, He having made fo many ſolc mne 
oaths, vows & proteſtations, with moſt deep imprecations annexed, 
both to live and dye in the true Reformed Preteſtant Religion him- 
ſelfe, and to maintaine and defend it in His Subjects. I will minde 
you only of thit one in the head of His Army, Septem. 19. 1642. 7 
promiſe tn the preſence of Almighty od, aud as I hope for his bleſſing and 
protection, that 1 will to the utmoſt of my power defend and maintain the 
txt Reformed Proteſtant Retigion eſtabliſhed in the ( hurch of England 
au bythe grate of Goa in the [ame will tive and die, & r. And for the 
liberty of the Subject, together with the juſt priviledges aud frees: 
dome of parliamem, He did both at that time, and ſundry other with 
the like ſolemnly vow and ſweare their defence and maintenance. 
Now can it bee thought by any (but ſueh whoſe thoughts are 
thoughts. of iniquity, Eſay, 39.7.) that ſuch a eonſtant and faithfull 
Defender of the true Proteſtant Religion for ſo many yeares, againſt 
fo many plots and attempts, intimated by this very Declaration, and 
after io many and ſo ſolemne Oaths, Vows and Proteſtations, ſnould 
now raiſe an Army to ſubvert that Religion, and when it was raiſed 
er againe in the very head of that Army His beſt and utmoſt 
nce of the ſame, calling God to witneſſe with Him, and defireing 
neither bleſſing nor protection from him, but according as he reſolv- 
ed to make good that promiſe and Proteftation; doubtleſſe there is 
very nigh as mach faith in Infidells, and as muchebarity in the dam · 
ned ſpir its as there is in theſe men that can beleeve ſucha ſlander, or 
entertaine ſuch a ſuſpicion, | In 


| 3 | 
In the Declaration of the Lords and Commons to the Kingfome: 
andto the world, Octob. 323. 164. they account the profeſſing ak 
any thing in the ſight of God, the ſtrongeſt obligation that any C] 
ſtian, and the moſt ſolemne publike faith chat any ſuch ſtate as a Par»: 
Jament can give. They then that will not credit the like proſeſſion 
made by a King, muſt neither thinke him a Chriſtian, nor eſteem him 
a King Beſides, were there any fo wickedly uncharitable and di. 
loyall, as to imagine that the King had an intention ta ſubvert the 
true Reformed Proteſtant Religion. Yet how canthey think both 
him, and hisevill counſellors, together with the Popiſh party about 
him(as every pamphlet takes the liberty, moſt traiterouſly, to pours 
tray him and hisroyall attendants) to be all ſo weak and fimple, as to 
raiſe an army for the purſuance of that intent, juſt at that time, ben 
greaterforces of Proteſtants(as they would be thonght) were either 
actually raiſed, or ready to riſe, then he or they could by the eye of 
flcſh ſee any poſſihility of levying; and when he wanted both mo. 
ney and armes for thoſe few, that he might hope to levie: without 
doubt, if there hadbeene any ſuch purpoſe, that time of all other 
would not have been choſen for the opportunity. The ſe resſons are 
of ſuch force with me, that the firſt reaſon alleadged for the ta ing: 
this Oath ſeemes to me ( to ſay the leaſt of it) altogether unrea- 
ſonable. ped ene 1 
Proceed wee on to the ſecond; it may be that is more ingaging.- 
The Lords and Commons have further ina ſolemne manner decia« 
red, vowed, and covenanted, that in order to the ſecurity and pre- 
ſervation of the true Proteſtant Religion and liberty of the Subject; 
they will not conſent to the lay ing downe armes, fo long as the Pa · 
piſts, now in open warre againſt the Parliament, ſhall by force of 
armes be protected trom the jultice thereof. 5 
Before this rea ſon will downe with me for a perſwadingrealon 
to the taking this Oatb, I muſt be ſatisſed, if poſlible, in theſe 


serie. ; EC 
1. Quer. What doe the Lords and Commons meane by that 
clauſe, In order to the ſecurity and preſervation of the true Prote· 
ſtant Religion, & c. Do they meane that they will never conſent to 
the lay ing downe armes, & c. No, not for the ſecurity and preſer . 
vation * the true Proteſtant Religion: or that becauſe they con- 
ecive that the true Proteſtant * cannot be ſecured * hone 
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ſerved, ſo long as the Papiſts now in open warre ſhall, & c. That 
therefore they will not conſent to the laying downe Armes, ſo long 
&c. Or is this, In order to, &c. uſed here for ſome evading re ſerva- 
tion, as the ſeſuits have conſtantly uſed their, In ordine ad ſpiritualia, 
(they being the onely men, that 1 can recall to minde for the preſent, 
that ever uſed this kinde of reſtriction, or rather indeed, this faſt and 
looſe knot of an oath) that ſo they may evade ſome oathes formerly 
taken, or the power of this, in caſe they can get a faire gloſſe to bee 
made upon theſe termes: charity and reverence command mee to 
take the beſt interpretation: but an oath ſhould be framed in ſuch 
plaine cleare termes, as might be underſtood by all the takers there- 
_— much difficulty of expoſition :_ but to leave that to them - 
elves. | | 
2. Quer. Whom doe the Lords and Commons underſtand b 
Papiſts now in open warre againſt the Parliament? whether legally 
convicted Papiſts only, or all Papitts at large? If all Papiſts at large, 
(as Iconceive they meane no leſſe,) my x | 
3. Querie is: Whether only knowne profeffed Papilts, properly 
ſo called? or alſo all ſuppoſed, ſuſpected Papiſts, commonly ſo ter- 
med? If theformer | 
4. Quer. Whether they have proceeded againſt all ſuch that are 
now in the Kings army, according to the eſtabliſhed Law of this 
Kingdome,and requiring juſtice to be done upon them, they have 
beene by force of Armes protected from the execution thereof 
5. Auer. How, or where doth it appeare, that thgre have beene, 
or are, any ſuch ſo protected, eſpecially to ſuch a number, as that the 
protecting of them ought to move the great Actors and Contrivers 
for the K ingdomes peace, for that cauſe to vow, and covenant to con- 
tinue this unchr iſtian, unnaturall warre, till they be delivered up to 
the ir juſtice. | 
6. Quer. Whether the Queens Majeſty Her ſelfe, be not one of 
thoſe protected Papiſts chiefly aimed at? ws 
7. Quer. It by Papiſts they meane all that are ſuppoſed, ſuſpe- 
Red, and by divers termed Papiſts: whether all thoſe that are called 
Malignants, or Delinquents, or diſaffected perſons, and ſo all that 
are either of the Kings army, or have beene ayding and aſſiſting to 
them; are not by them reckoned in that number ? So that if the King 
would deliver up to their juſtice, all that are Papiſts indeed, (even 
| ; | to 
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to his deare Queene) with li armies, yet if hee will not with 
them deliver up allo all his whole armies themſelves, or atleaſt as ma- 
ny ot them as they ſhall require, they will nat ſtill thinke themſelves 
bound by this vow and covenant, nor to lay downe their. armes, or 
to give their conſentthereto? | | 

8. 2ver. Whether the King be not bound in conſcience, by 
the Lawes of God, and of this Kingdome, by his own ſolemn vowes 
and proteſtations, andby the common law of Nature (too much 
pleaded by ſome in theſe dayes, even againſt the law of Grace it 
ſelfe) to deſend and protect, and that by Kore of armes, need ſo re- 
quiring. not onely His cwne deare Queene, but all his faithfull and 
loyall Subjects, both Papiſts and others, ſuch eſpecially as repaire to 
him for His ſacred per ſons defence and ſafety, as well as for their 
owe protection, and the pre ſervation of their rights and liberties? 

9. Baer. Whether the King on the one part being ſo bound to 
defend and protect both His Queene and the reſt now named ; and 
the Lords and Commons now aſſembled in Parliament, having on 
the other part taken up Armes, to force all thoſe perſons from the 
K ings defence and protection, and bound themſelves by a ſolemne 
new oath, never to lay downe their armes againe, ſo long as any ſuch 
perſons are jo protected, whether, I ſay, can there be poſſibly, any 
hope conceived of peace and accommodation, either by Way of 
Treaty, or any other way whatſoever, without the effuſion of infinite 
ſtreams of bleud, ſo much as will make any Chriſtians heart to bleed, 
but to think on it, and his very joints to looſe, and his knees to knock 
one againſt another, to have any hand in it, knowing what the hand of 
God hath written againſt bloudſhed? Tor FM hg 

10. Lauer. This being the true caſe ofthis Kingdome at this pre- 
ſent, whether is not this ſecond reaſon of the Lords and Commons 
making ſuch a new covenant as will, (if ſeconded by ours) colt the 
expence of ſv much of our owne, and fcllow-brethrens bloud, rather 
a ſtrong reaſon, why we ſhould abhorre this ne oath, by whom(ſo» 
ever it is taken, then any theleaſt inducement to perſwade us to 
take it. | a 

Before I part from this reaſon, ſuff.r me, Ibeſeech you, to be ſprin⸗ 
kle a few teares on it, and to pant (orth a few broken e jeculations 
concerning thoſe that alleadge it: Maurne on my ſoule. Ob, that 
my head were: waters, and mine eyes a ſou ntayne of teares / Ne 1 
1 2 . mig 
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might weep day and night for the Nane of the daughter of my peo- 
ple. Jer. g. 1. How are thy mighty men, O Englaud, fallen in the 
midſt of the battellꝰ 2. Sam. 1. 21. Vea, how are they ſlaine from one 
end of the Land tothe other How have the carkaſes of thy people 
beene made as dung upon the open field? Oh thou ſword of the 
Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? put up thy ſelfe inte thy 
fcabbard, reſt, and be ſtill. But how canſt thou be quiet, ſeeing the 
Lord hath given thee s charge againſt this Lane? O God of mercies. 
as ell as Lord of Hoſts, we acknowledge that we have deſerved it, 
and we lee to our terrour, that they, whom we too much relied on 
for the ſetling our peace, have ſworne themſelves, and would ſwear 
us into a perpetual} warrezbut we hope thou haſt not yet paſſed ſuch 
a decree againſt us. Spare us therefore, we humbly beſeech thee, 
Oh fpare thy people, whom thou haft redeemed with thy pretious 
bloud,and let not the ſword be made drunke with bloud any longer, 
nor let drunkennc ſſe of ſpirit, we intreate thee, ſeaſe upon our Prin- 
ces and our wiſe men, our Captaines and our Rulers, and our mighty 
men, to cauſe them to ſlee pe a perpetuall ſieepe: but Lord do thou 
awaken both them and us, that we may yet at laſt in this out day of 
viſitation, ſee and ſeek thoſe things that concerne our peace. 

And now I goe on to the third reaſon or ground. The Lords and 
Commons have declared, that there hath beene a treacherous and 
horrid deſigne lately diſcovered, by the great bleiſing and eſpeeiall 
providence of God, ot divers perſons to joyne themſelvts with the 
armies raiſed by the King. and to deſtroy the forces raiſed by the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament, to ſurpriſe the Cities of London 
_ Weſtminſter, with the Saburbes, and by armes to force the Par- 

ment. 1 Is 
If there hath beene a treacherous and horrid deſigne lately diſco- 
vered by the great bleſſing and eſpeciall providence of God, we are 
all bound upon the knowledge thereof, to magniſie Gods mercy and 
goodneſſe, and to extoll his power and providence for it, and that 


man ſhall not want for a curſe that (hall light ot undervalue jo great 
a bleſſing: but I ſee no reaſon why we ſhould thereupon, or for that 


cauſe, ruſh preſently into a Vow or Covenant, and run our Soules in- 


eo a farre greater hazard then our Bodies were delivered from. But 


it may be, it was ſuch a treacherous and horrid defigne, . as may re- 
ſhould 


quite a Vow and Covenant forthwith: to be made by us: Tis fit we 


* 
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ſhould throughly examine whether it be or nor, leſt otherwiſe we be 
guilty of taking Gods name in vaine in the higheſt degree. All that 


is made knowne to us concerning this treacherous and horriddeſigne 


by the Introduction tothis oath (from which the takers thereof are 
to receive their ſureſt information, and by which principally they 
are to be induced to take it) is only this. There was a deſigne of di- 


> vers perſons for theſe foure ends: 1. To joyn themſelves with the 


armies raiſed by the King. 2. To deſtroy the forces raifed by the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament. 3. To ſurpriſe the Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, with the Suburbes. 4. To force the Par- 
liament by armes. Now let us looke upon this deſigne a while, 
with a fingle, cleare, open eye, neither ſquint nor blood-ſhot, neither 
with a magnifying, nor with a formidable-falſc-rendring glafſe, and 
diſcover if we can, wherein the treacherouſneſſe and horridneſſe of 
it lies. For the firſt intent of the deſigne. The joyning of divers 
perſons with the armies ray ſed by the King, tis ſo far from treachery 
and horridneſie, that he that is an Engliſh man, can ſcarſe avoyed the 
being a Traytor, and ſo moſt horrid, that doth not ſo joyne himſelfe 
wich thoſe Armies in ſome way or other, wherein he is beſt able to 


doe his Sovereigne ſervice; and for the diſcovery thereof, tis well 


knowne not to be ſo only as is pretended, the Lords and Commons 
themſelves having declared it often andoften, and that long ſince in 
ſundry Declarations, But that either thoſe perſons, or thoſe armies 
with whom they joyne, do aime at, er intend the deſtroying the 
forces raiſed by the Lords and Sommons aſſembled in Parliament, 
or the ſurpriſing the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, with the Subs 
urbes, or the forcing the Parliament by armes) though they have all 
three beene a long time ſpoken ot, and two of them againe and againe 
inſiſted upon by the Lords and Commons in their Orders andOrdi« 
nances) hath never to this day beene proved, but on the contrary, ſo 


deeply and ſolemuly have all theſe aimes beene proteſted and ſworne | 


againſt by the King himſelfe, and are ready (it that would give any 
fatisfaRion) to be diſclaimed and renounced upon the oathes of thoſe 


' armies, and the perſons joyning with them; that were all other re. 


all, but concealed, jealouſies and feores as caly to be removed, as 
thoſe three now pretended, all ſuch forces on both ſides would be 
ſoone disbanded, and theſe unnaturall and unchriſtian warres ſpeedi- 
ly ended. This indeed is to My and cannot well * 
de 
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-ded, it after ſo many and fo gracious overtures of peace, pardon, and 
all ſweet accommodation made by His facred Majeſty, the forces 
raifed by the Lords and Commons ſhall not onely refuſe to lay downe 
their armes, but uſe them (as hitherto they have) to the ſubverſion 
both of the Diſciplineand Order: as alſo of the Doctrine and Wor- 
ſhip of God eſtabliſhed in our Church, to indangering the Kings 
per ſon, the conſumption of his treaſure and eſtate, and to the damage 
and ruine of his whole Kingdome : and if the Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, with the Suburbs thereof ſhall, as formerly they have, 
joine with them, and ayd and aſſiſt them, both with men, mony, 
armes, and other warlike proviſion; and if ſome of the Members of 


either or both H uſes of Parliament, ſhall countenance, encourage, 


juſtify and maintaine all theſe ungodly actions, againſt His Maje- 
ſties Royall Perſon, Crowne, and Dignity, Who can blame either 
thoſe armies ray ſed by the King, or thoſe perſons that joy ne with 
them, it they ſhall do their utmoſt, to ſubdue or deſtroy thoſe forces, 
to ſurpriſe or bring into ſubjection thoſe Cities, and to force, or ſome 
other way to reduce thoſe Members to their duty and allegiance? 
Nay, what Chriſtian or Heathen Subjects would not in ſuch a caſe 
crie out againſt them now, and riſe up in judgement againſt them 
hereafter, if they ſhould doe otherwite ? And therefore it this bee 
the Deñgne ſo much talked of, as for my part I beleeve it is, what 
loyall Subject can ſay, he had no hand in it? and who but hee that 
hath had no hand in it, dare ſay, it was either treacherous or horrid? 
Oh, but Mr. nm hath declared it fo to be, in his Speech ata Com- 
mon- hall in Eondon, June 8.1643. wherein he ſhewes the intenti- 
ons of that Deſigne to be no leſſe then theſe. 

1. To take into their cuſtody the Kings Children, that are in, or 
about London. | 

2. Tolay hold onall thoſe that they thought could ſtand in their 
way, as the Lord Say, andthe Lord Wharton, of the Houſe of Lords, 
and ot the Houſe of Commons, - (beſides the Lord Major) Sir Phi/:p: 
Stapleton, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Strode, and (which he acknowledgeth 
to be an honour to him to be named) M Pym.” 

3. Io ſeize on the Committee of the Militia, and the Magizines 
within London and Weſtminſter. | | 
4. Toreleaſcall the priſoners committed by the Parliament. 

5. To make a Declaration to ſatisſie the people. 8 
_ Bleſſe 


— 
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Bleſſed be the Lord for it, here is no intention diſcovered of mar- 
thering or butchering any of the Kings children, or of any of the 
Citizens, or of any of the Members of either Houſes of Parliament; 
no not of the perſons named; neither is there here any reſolution 
intimated of blowing up any part of Londen or Weſtminſter, or of 
firing any houſe therein, but onely of taking the Kings Children into 
their cuſtody, of laying hold on certaine Lords and Commons, and 
of ſeiſing the Militia, & c. and this, it ſeemes, inthe ſenſe of the con- 
trivers of this oath, is to deſtroy the forces rayſed by the Lords and 
Commons, to ſurptiſe the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and by 
armes to force the Parliament, and all this a treacherous and horrid 
Deſigne. But how is that made good? Surely the taking of the Kings 
Children into their cuſtody, (if it were any. part of the Deſigne) is 
not thought by the Lords and Commons themfelves , to have much 
treachery or horridnes in it, howſoever Mr Pym (to ſhew his fupera- 
bundant care ot thoſe. hopefull branches, for their Royall Stemmes 
lake) was pleaſed to make that the firſt branch of that treacherous 
and horrid Deſigne : neither can the releaſing of the priſoners com- 
mitted by the Parliament, (it any ſuch jaſtice were purpoſed) bee 
well judged to have much treachery or horridneſſe in it: for alas, 
poore unarmed men all, (men abhorring treachery and all horrid de- 
ſignes ſo mueh, that the greateſt cauſe of moſt of their impriſon- 
ment, is their declaming againſt, and not contributing or conſenting 
unto that Deſigne, which they know to be both trayterous and hor- 
rid) what could they have done, had they beene releaſed ? It weuld 
be ſafeſt for them; if there ſhould be any combuſtion or mutiny in the 
Citie or Suburbs (which God forbid.) not to come forth of their pri- 
ſons though they were intreated. Perhaps indeed the making of a 
Declaration to ſatisfie the people, might have advanced the Deſigne 
not a liitle; for, it ſeemes by Mr. Pyms ſpeech, it was ſome notable, 
faire, well · compos d peece, carrying a moſt ſpecious ſhew of much 
intended goodneſſe: viz. The preſervation of Religion, the preſer- 
vation of the Kings Prerogative, and the preſervation of the Liber- 
ties of the Subject, and the priviledges of Parliament; and the com- 
poſers thereof were very confident (as Mr Pym intimates) of the 
peoples crediting and believing it: for that a thouſand of them were 
to be printed, and they to be ſer upon Poſts and Gates in the moſt 
conſiderable places of the City, and to be diſperſed, as much as they - 
could, againſt the time that the EIT ſhould be put in execution, 
7X as 
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as ifthat would cleare all their intentions, and convince the peopte 
of their integrity in undertaking that buſineſſe. And to tell you my 
judgement of it, for ſo much as I eancolle from Maſter Pym, it was 
ſach a piece of a treacherous Deſigne, that Maſter Yym, was afraid, that 
it would have gone neere to have betrayed the people into their wits 
againe; perhaps into their Religion and loyalty, if not into ſome of 
- their Eſtates and Liberties: and therefore he lets it not paſſe without 
paſſing this moſt obſervable Sentence on it, ratified from his owne 
practiſe and experience. There be no deſignes be they never ſo ill, 
but they do put on a maske of ſome good; for that which is abſo. 
lutely and apparently evill, hath no congruity with the will of man, 
and there fore the worſt of evills are undertaken under a ſhe and 
ſhadow of goodneſſe: ſound doctrine, and an excellent caution, I 
confefſe: would to God the People had beene better inſtructed in 
it, and more mindfull of it in thete times: but yet with reverenee to 
that great Speaker be it ſpoken, If that intended Declaration which 
he ſpeakes of, were worthy of no other blame, but its appearing ſo 
extraordinary faire and ſpecious (as were there any other reall exce- 
ption againſt it, doubtlefle that quickſig hted Gentleman would not 
have balked it (I ſce no realon, why becauſe by often and late expe- 
rience it hath beene found, that ſome Declarations full of Treache- 
ry and Miſcheite, have appeared faire in ſhew, therefore this Decla- 
ration full of loyalty and goodneſſe, ſhould be thought treacherous 
and miſcheivous, only becauſe it was faire in appearance. But then 
for the other two parts of the deſigne, viæ. the lay ing hold on thoſe 
perſons named, and the ſeiſing upon the Militia and Magazines of 
London and Weſtminſter, together with thoſe that now are the 
prime managers and diſpofers thereof; that theſe were the ready 
way to de ſtroy the forces raiſed by the Parliament, to ſur priſe thoſe 
Cities, and to force the Parliament, feemes clearely to be demonſtra- 
ted by the forenamed City Orator. Take only the extract of his Ar- 
guments in the caſe. The ſeiſing upon the Militia of London and 
Weſtminſter, muſt needs be a ſurpriſing of thoſe Cities themſelves: 
the ſurpriſing of thoſe Cities, is a deſtroying of the forces ray fed by 
the Lords and Commons in Parliament, if not by force, yet by want 
of fapply and maintenance, (obſerve by the way, what manner of de- 
ſtruction intended againſt the Parliaments forces, is here acknow. 
ledged:) and if the forces rayſed by the Parliament, were once de- 


ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed, (that is, wanted ſupply arid maintenanct) andtheh (which 
is the molt tercible ) if thoſe named Members of bath Houſes; and 
ſome few others of their temper and ſpirit, together with their faſt 
freinds and ſworne ſlaves of the City, Were once dayed hold oh, tlie 
reft of both thoſe Honorible Houſes,” being but the carkaſe and ſhã· 
dow of a Parliament, (as Mr. y in his Commoii-hall ſpeech, doth 
not only call, but labour to prove them) alas, what would they do? 
certainely that carkaſe would move in no other motion, then accor. 
ding as the returning foule, f the known Lawes of the Band, and the 
juſt priviledges of Parliament) would ſteere it, and not according as 
every furious and factious ſpirit ſhould thinke to hurry it: and queſti- 
onleſſe, that ſhadow would not follow any other, then its owne full, 
compleat, repreſentative Body; not aclofe Committee, or a few 
ſeditious, rebellious Citizens. And then tis likely, there would be a 
ſweet coteſpondence betwixt the King and them, the King yeeld- 
ing to them as much, as they Would in due obſervance be willing to 
propound to him, and they granting to the King as much as he could 


with honour defire of them. And here truly would be ſucha forcing 
of the Parliament, as this Kingdome hath not -knowne theſe many 
yeeres: and yet all this is farte enough from a treacherousand horrid 
deſigne. Only thus much (wehumbly thanke him for it) Mc. Pyms 
diſcovery renders vifible to every eye, that will not ſhur it ſelfe a- 
gainſt the light. That were but the Militz'of the Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, with their Magazines in ſome mens hands, with 
whom, (as bath beene at large declared by able and ſound Lawyers) 
the King may of right intruſt it; and were but the maintenance and 
ſupply which thoſe two Cities ſubminiſter to che Parliaments army, 
withheld or ſtopt, and then (which would follow ot it ſelfe, unleſſe 
they made the more haſt to fly from it ) were but ſome feu Mem . 
bers of both Houſes, together with ſome buſiẽ Citizens, tad hold on, 
and laid up in hold, (as there are priſons enough, and to ſpare, ready 
provided in, and about London) tilt they eould be brought to a legall 
triall for that Treafon, whereof by Proclamation they and-charged 
by the King, our Land would Toone enjoy her glorious reſt and 
peace againe: nay, happily if the laſt were bit àcted, we ſhould-fpees 
dily fee the laſt Act of this bloody” agedy den this miſerable 

Kingdorne is ingaged ) hiſt off, and beaten off the Stage, by irs pres - 
teſt Applauders. And therefore __ thoſe fey perſons,” at M - 
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the late ſtrange, treacherous; horrid deſigne aymed, men of that pie- 
ty towards God, and of that tender compaſſion and bowells towards 
their bleeding and periſhing Country that they pretend to be, they 


. zo 


would, ena/+liks,..{now-they ſee the · Church and State, wherein 
they are imbarqued, ready to be overwhelmed or ipilt by the boyſte- 
rous waves and tempeſtuous windes ot theſe raging times, and prin- 
cipally for their ſakeg) deliver themſelves up to be caſt forth, or o- 
ther wiſe expoſed, even to death it ſelfe, that there might be a calm; 
and like wiſe they that have hitherto rowed them, (now they have 
ſheywne' their love and affection to them, in rowing ſo hard to ſer 
them ſafe on ſhore, and ſee that they cannot, the ſea working and: 
growing more and more tempeſtuous againſt them, by the mighty 
co. working ot him that commands both ſea and wind, and they obey 


him (me thinks they ſnquld, after praiers and cries to God, to keepe 


them from the guilt of their blood) not take them up, aud caſt them 
forth into the ſea, but ſhat them up, and keepe them ſafe, till they ſee 
whether a juſt legall triall, (io often demanded) will judge them 
worthy to be caſt forth or not; and if ĩt appeare they ſo deſerve, I 
hope it is neither traiterous nor horrid. to ſay, it were better that 


milſtones were hanged about their necks, and they caſt into the bot- 


tome of the ſea, then that the whole Kingdome for their fakes ſhould 
be caſt away and periſh, 

And thus we have viewed the three maine pillars upon which the 
ſtcuQure-of this new oath is built. Now fearing leſtall three might 


prove too weake to raiſe ſuch a weighty. building upon, there is a 


buttreſſe or by - arch joyned to them all for their better underp-rop- 
Ping, plaiſtered over with theſe words. And the ſaid Lords and Com- 
mons finding by conſtant experience, that many wayes of force and 
treachery are continually attempted to bring to utter xuine and de- 
ſtruction the Parliament and Kingdome, and that which is deareſt the 
true Proteſtant Religion. 8 s 
This Arch is made up ah the ſame materialls with the three maine 
pillars, and ſo it is not materiall whether any other examination bee 
made of it. or not, ſot they ſtand and fall together, only we may ob- 
ſerve, if you pleaſe, that whereas we were told but of one Popiſh 
= and traiterous plot that bath beene and now is for the ſubyerſion of 
the true Proteſtant Reformed Religion, .&c . as alſo; but of one 
treacherous and horrid deſigne, and that lately diſcovered to gifirox 
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&c.here we are invited (if not commanded i to beleede that many 
wayes of force and treachety are continually attempted for theſame 
ends. It ſeemes theſe many wayes of force and treachery that have 
beene found by conſtant experience to be continually attempted to 
bring to utter ruine and deſtruction the Parliament and Kingdome, 
and the true Proteſtant Religion, were ſuch, as were not worthy of 
the name of plots or deſignes, at leaſt not Popiſſi plots or horrid des 
ſignes; or elſe they were very unworthy, who having found them 
out, would not to this day diſcover what they were; for beſides the 
bringing up of the Northerne Army, and the Kiug going once more 
then ordinarily attended to ſurpriſe the five Members (which muſt 
needes be included in the Popiſh and traiterous plot firſt mentioned, 
and hath beene againe and againe antwered by His. Sacred Majeſty} 
we never heard (till now this traiterous and horrid deſigue was diſ- 
covered) of any one way of force or treachery, that ever was aſſayed 
ro compaſſe any of the ends here declared: But ſomething muſt bee 
ſaid to ſcare the people (if it be poſſible) quite out of their wits, loy - 
alty, Religion and all, or elfe this grand plot ot plots, and deſigne 
of deſignes, the taking of this new Oath will hardly take effect. 

Theſe premiſes being laid, this concluſton is inforced, That for 
the preventivg and withſtanding the ſame, they have thought fit, that 
all who are true hearted, and lovers of their Country ſhould binde 
themſelves each to other in a ſacred Vow and Covenant. &c e 

Now although (as you know) the premiſes being falſe, the con- 


cluſion al wayes falls of it ſelfe;yet becauſe there is more crowded ins 


to this concluſion, then can be inferred from the premiſes; and we 
are like to be forced to hold to the concluſion whatſoever the premi- 
ies are, it will not be amiſſe to ſpeake a word or two of that alſo, 
Firſt, it is declared that for the preventing, &c. The Lords and 
Commons have thought fit, & c. | 11 292 
Here are very gentle termes, as though the Contrivers of this Oath 
deſired only to intimate their opinion of the convenienqy ot taking it, 
& would compell none to it, but leave it to the liberty of every con- 
ſcience, whether they would take it or not; when as dis ta be feared, 
a few dayes experience willlaſſure us, that it is intendeqhys the Shibs 
boleth of this Nation, and either ci le this Oath. W (if 
not worſe) or take it not, and be plundered, impriſ it not bani- 
ſhed from houſe and County, will be all the liberty our oppreſſed 
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eonſeienees ſhall obtaine. But not to prejudge or prophyſie. Take 


the expreſſion as it is. They have thought fie ſuch a Vow or Cove - 
nant ſhould be made by all that are, & c. and tis not fir that any that 
are ſuch ſhouid ſeruple it; Well, but if the taking this ſolemne oath, 
or making this ſacred Vow and Covenant, be buta thing fitting and 
convenient, and not of extraordinary, much leſſe of extreame neceſſis 
ty : it hath ever beenea ruled caſe in Divinity, that a ſolemne oath, 


” facred Vow or Covenant ought not in ſuch a caſe to be requiring or 
made. Beſides, (which I muſt againe and againe put you in minde 


of) if all that is declared in the introduction to this oath were true, & 
knowne tous all ſo to be: We have lately fo ſolemnly proteſted and 
ſworne in that proteſtation or oath recommended unto us from the 
Houſe of Commons: Tbat to our power, and as farre as lawfully we 
may, we will oppoſe, and by all goed wayes and meanes endeavour 
to bring to conaigne puniſhment all ſuch, as ſhall either by force, 
plots, conſpiracies or otherwiſe, do any thing contrary to the true 
reformed Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed, (ſo farre eſpecially as that 
is oppoſite to Popery, or Popiſn innovations) or againſt. His Maje- 
ſtiesroyall Perſon, Honour, and Eſtate, or againſt the power and 
priviledges of Parliament, or againſt the Lawfull rights and liberties 
of the Subject, or againſt any perſon that made that proteſtation in 
whatſoever he ſhould doe in the lawfull purſuance ofthe ſame; that 
if there be no more aimed at in che impoſing this oath, then what is 
lawfull, juſt, and faire, in any or all thoſe pretended grounds or rea- 
ſons alleadged in the introduction for that purpoſe, we have already 
as deepely and firmely ingaged and bound our ſelves thereunto as any 
Chriſtian can poſſibly require us. They have but little charity, who 
after an oath made of fuch and ſuch things ſo lately, ſhall now againe 
require another oath to be taken for the confirmation of the fame 
things. Furthermore, when the King in his goingagainſt the Scots, did 
at Yorke eauſe an oath to be tendred to the Lords and others then at- 
tending His ſacred Perſon, it was anſwered by the Lords, and that 
anſweraccepted and reſted 1n by His Ma jeſty, that they humbly con- 
ceived, that noe oath ought to be tendred either to them, or to any o- 
ther His Mojeſties Subjects, bupwhat Himſeltfe and the Lords and 
Commons auembled in Parlia. had firſt conſented unto. And (which 
cannot be ſo ſoone forgotten) at the beginning of this Parliament, 
that unhappy oath eompoſed by that unfortunate — — 
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uflented anto by the King, was by the Houle of Commons {and by . © __ 
the Houſe of Lords too, if I much miſtake not) utterly damned, (as 
the expreſſion then was) and the Members of the Convocation 
judged guilty of little leſſe then a premunire, for that it was by them 
decreed to be tendred to the Subject without any Act paſſed in Par- 
liament for the ſame. We beſeech them therefore, that that which 
was thenght reaſon and Law then, may not be fo ſoone not only 
thought none, but the flat contrary thought fit, and practiſed by te 
{ame perſons. | — 
It followes in the inference, That all that are true hearted and lo- 
vers of their Country ſhould binde themſelves, & e. ' 
Theſe are conjuring words to the Country people, andof very 
large compaſſe; had they declared, that all that are true hearted, 
and lovers of the true Proteſtant Reformed Religion, ſhould binde 
themſelves. &c. it might have made Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, 
and ſuch like to have ſtartled at it; whereas this calling upon all 
that are true hearted and lovers of their Country, Hay chance to 
fetch them and all in; and the truth is, let each part of this Oath be 
throughly ſcanned, there will be very little or nothing found in it, 
but what all Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, and Browniſts that thinke them- 
lelves in their owne ſenſe true-hearteg,and lovers of their Country, 
and have not taken the Oath of Alleagiance, Supremaney, and the 
laſt Proteſtation, may more ſafely ſweare, vow, or covenant, then 
they that are true hearted Proteſtants, and reall lovers of the Refor- 
med Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſned in the Church of England. All 
that I can ſee which may cauſe them to ſcruple it, is this: They muſt 
ſweare that they do in their conſciences beleeve, That the forces 
raiſed and continued by the two Houſes of Parliament, are raiſed 
and continued for the defence of the true Proteſtant Religion, &c. 
and that they will aſſiſt thoie forces againſt the forces raiſed by the 
King. And I beſeech you, why may not Papiſts, Anabaptiſts and 
Browniſts, both beleeve this in their conſeciences, and yeeld this 
aſſiſtance, as well, or better then any true hearted Proteſtant, that 
loves the true Reformed Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed, , And it 
mult needes be thought very fit, that ſuch a ſacred vow and covenant 
be made and taken by us true hearted Subjects and lovers of the true 
Proteſtant Religion, for the defence of our Religion and Liberties, 
which ſuch profeſſed enemies mu Religion and Liberties, ma 
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with more ſafety of conſcience make or take then we. 

But not to dwell any longer upon the Introduction. In the laſt 
place it will not be amiſſe to obſerve, under what names this new 
Oath is recommended unto us: viz. Under the names of a ſacred 


vow and covenant. I doe not uſe to boggle at names; but theſe are 
the times of jealouſies and Feares, and it cannot be expected but 


ſome will be fearefull and jealous of the Declarations and Actions of 
the Lords and Commons now aſſembled in Parliament, as well as 
they have beene, and till are of others; and therefore, I truſt, tis a 
pardonable ſinne, (if any) to ſay, I like this Oath ſomwhat the worſe 
for its appearing to us, under that borrowed name of ſaered vow 
and covenant, and not under its owne proper name, An Oath. I 
ever ſuſpected the ſhifting of Names; and I would faine know ſome 
reaſon (it it might be imparted to ſuch a one as Iam) why it ſhould 
not (be ing an atteſtation, or calling God to witneſſe for the confir- 
mation of what is aſſerted or promiſed, which is as full, compleat, 
and formall an Oath, as can be taken) be tendred unto us under the 
name of an Oath, rather then under the name of a ſacred vow and co» 
venant? Is it to facilitate the taking of it? there be ing many thou · 


ſands of the ordinary fort of people, that feare the taking of an Oath, 


eipecially a ſolemne, publike Oath, having beene often taught the 


perill of it; who will never ſtartle at the making a vow or covenant 


being le ſſe inſtructed, if not altogether ignorant of the nature of it. 
Or are not theſe borrowed names uſed, to hold the People more ful- 
ly and firmly to this Oath, whenꝰtis onee taken? So that, if the pco- 
ple after this Oath taken, ſhould: begin te doubt, whether it be not 


flatly contrary to their Oath of Allegiante, to their Oath of Suprema- 


cy, and to their late Proteſtation, (as without doubt it is) and there- 
upon either thinke this Ooath abſolutly void, ox que ſtion whether 
this or the former Oathes. were the more obliging, it would be an ad- 


vamage which the Time- ſerving: Preachers would not let flip, to tell 


the people, That this their laſt Oath is to be held to, before all their 


former; becauſe it is not only an Oath, as they were, but alſo a ſacred - 
vow and covenant, Iam ſure leſſe advantages bave beene made uſe 
of by thoſe new Teachers. But no more ofthe Name, - wiſhing from 


my ſoule that it had never beene named amongſt Chriſtians. Tat 

Come we tothe Oath it ſelfe. Concerning which, for the ſatiſ- 
fying of my owne conſcience, and the conſciences of as many a3 
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you ſhall pleaſe to acquainttherewith, I deſire thar one rule for the 
right taking of an Oath may be throughly conſidered, and each part 


of this preſent Oath, examined according to that Rule: The Rule 
is that of Gods own preſcribing, by his Prophet 7eremiah, 4-3. Thos 
Halt ſweare, The Lord liveth, in Truth, in Judgement, and in Rigb- 
teonſueſie : that is, infew words: Theu ſhalt ſweare to nothing, cal- 
ling God, who liveth for ever, as a witneſſe thereunto, but what is 
True, and what thou knoweſt and art ſure of, and what is juſt and 


righteous. Theſe three qualifications ought to be the boundaries 


and limits of every Oath; and he ſinneth highly againſt the expreſſe 
Command of God, and fo hazards his Soule in a moſt perillous ma- 
ner, that faileth in any one of theſe. According unto theſe then, let 
— O w the Name of God examine the ſeverall parts of this new 
Oath. 5 N 
Firſt every man that taketh this Oath is required to declare, and 
that in reverence and humility to the Divine Majeſty, and (as tis in 
the cloſe of the Oath) in the preſence of Almighty God, the ſearcher 
.ofall hearts, as he will anſwere at the great day when the ſecrets of 
all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, this hearty ſorrow for his owne ſinnes, 
and the ſinnes of this Nation, & c. and that his erue intention is by 
Gods grace to endeavour the amendment of his owne wayes- Con- 
cerning which I propound theſe two eres. 

1. Quer. How thouſands and ten thouſands in this Nation can 
ſwear this in Truth, when as, poore ſoules, it all ſhould take this Oith 
that are by this Ordinance required, tis to be feared there would be 
no fewer, whoſe very hearts would give their mouthes the lie, and 
whoſe very immediat actions would teſtifie againſt them to the con- 
trary: for, alas, how few are there who attaine to that height of 
grace and goodnes, as to be heartily ſorry either for their owne ſinnes 
or the finnes ef the Nation? Oh that there were ſuch an heart in 
them (faid God once of Iſraell, when they all promiſed that they 
would heare whatſoever God ſpeake to Moſes and doe it) that they 
would feare me, and keepe all my commandements alwayes that it 
might be well with them, and with their childreu for ever: and, oh, 
that there were now ſuch an heart in us all of this Nation, will all 
good men wiſh, that we would all in earneſt be heartily ſorry for our 
owne finnes, and the ſinnes ofthis Nation; and that we did really 
intend an amendment of our owne wayes: for then to be ſure, it 
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would be well with us, and with our children after us. But for fo 
many thouſands, nay, the moſt of us, to declare, and ſwcare this in the 
preſence of Almighty Sod, the ſearcher ot all hearts, when both 
God that ſearcheth our hearts, and our.owne hearts themſelves know, 
that it is not ſo: what will this doe, but infinitely adde to our ſinnes, 
and provoke God to adde to our calamities and judgements both 
perſonall and Nationallꝰ How many fowle, abominable, crying 
ſinnes are there, whereof you and I know multitudes, ( I would we 
could exempt the Impoſers of this neëC Oath) to be deeply guilty, 
which the moſt of them will not acknowledge to be ſins, but juſti- 
fie themſelves in them, ſo farreas they are from being heartily ſorry 
for them, or intending any amendment of them. As for inſtance, 
uncharitablenes, lying, flandering, rapine, oppreſſion, diſobedience, 
blood ſhed, and rebellion; and yet they that are moſt conſcious of ſuch 
- crimes, will (tis likely) with the firſt declare or {weare in the pre- 
ſence of Almighty God, and as they will anſwer it at the great dap, 
&c. that they are heartily ſorry for their one ſinnes, & c. and in- 
tend amendment, Thus whilſt we profeſſe to enter into a facred co- 
venant, and by that to bind our ſelves to bewaile and forſake our 
ſinnes, ( the acknowledged cauſes of our preſent calamities and 
judgements) we doe but mocke God, ſpeaking words, and ſwearing 
falſly in making a covenant, Which makes our judgements to grow 
the more, ſpringing up like hemlocke in furrowes of the field, Hoſea 
10. 4. Let us then pray, and that earneſtly, that God would be plea- 
ſed, according to his promiſe, /erem. 31. to make a new covenant 
with us, and to put his law in out inward parts, and write it in our 
hearts, or ( as the Prophet Ezekzel/ expreſſeth that covenant, Exel 11. 
T9, 20.) that he would give us one heart, and put a ne ſpirit within 
us, and take the ſtony heart out of our fleſh, and give us an heart of 
fleſh, that we may walke in his ſtatutes, & c. But let us take heed 
how we ſweare or declare in the preſence of God, that our ſtony 
heart is taken fromus, and that an heart of fleſh, that is, a ſoftened, 
mollityed,penitent heart is given us, when our hearts aſſure us, that 
there is no ſuch worke wrought in us; as alſo that we jntend an a- 
mendinent of our wayes for the future, when we intend nothing 
leſſe. 2 : , 
2. 2ver. What ſinnes arc to be accounted the ſinnes of the Na- 
tion? that lo we may ſweare in judgement, knowing what we _ 
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And to this purpoſe it may be queſtioned, whether the late ſyperſti- 
tious practiſes and innovations, againſt which there have beene ſo 
many Declamations, are to he · reputed ſinnes of this Nation ? and 
how many are or will be heartily ſorry for them, though they have 
beene no little cauſe of our preſent ſorrowes ? As alſo, whether Ana- 
baptiſticall, Browniſticall, and other Separatiſticall practiſes, and 
poſitions, connived at, if not countenanted, by thoſe who ought to 
ſuppreſſe and puniſh the Authors and Fautors thereof, and to be e- 
ſteemed ſinnes of the Nation: And how many will declare their ſor- 
row for them, though our preſent forrowes are fomented, and con- 
tinued by them? as further, whether plundering, robbing,and ſpoy- 
ling; whether ſpeaking evill of Dignities, and (laundering both the 
foot · ſteps and perſons of the Lords Anointed ; whether falſe ſwea- 
ring and perjury, whereof our Oathes of Alleagiance , Supremacie, 
and late Proteſtation are pregnant witnefles, are to be numbred a- 
mongſt the ſinnes of this Nation? and how many will declare their 
hearty forrow for them, though like to increaſe our ſorrowes to our 
being overwhelmed by them? Or whether onely thoſe ſinnes not 
long ſince Declared by publique Order of the Lords and Commons, 
Feb. 15. 1642 and appointed to be read in all Churches and Chappels, 
&c. be the ſinnes ef this Nation? uix. the high contempt ot Gods ho- 
ly Ordinances, &c. Multitudes of oathes, and blaſpemies, & e. envy, 
contentions, and unnaturall diviſions, oppreſſion, fraud, and violence, 
as alſo whether the blood ſhed in the dates of Queene Mary, and 
Idolatry then and ſince, are to be adjudged the ſinnes of this ” og 
and our ſorrowes to be terminated in lamenting them? This I hum- 
bly conceive were fit to be declared before wee ſweare or declare in 
the preſence of God, and as we will anſwer at the great day, & c. that 
we are heartily ſorry for the finnes of this Nation. What we doe 
declare our hearty ſorrow for in private, every mans owne conſci- 
ence regulates him in:but when we make a publique ſolemne decla- 
ration of our ſorrow for the whole Nations finnes, and enter into 
a ſacred covenant with God, not to commit the like finnes againe, 
it is but reaſon, that as many ſinnes of the Nation as can be thought 
on, at leaſt the moſt notorious, ſhould be publiquely named; that ſo 
the people may know what finnes in ſpeciall they profeſſe them- 
ſelves ſorry for, and promiſe amendment of; This hath beene obfer- 
ved in making covenants, which were ſacred indeed, concerning 
i, 4: D 3 Nationall 


Nationall ſinnes: as in that covenant which Joſhus called upon the 
people to make, Foſs. 24. that appointed by Aſa. 2. Chr. 15. that ap- 
pointed by Fofieh, 2. (hr. 34. and that appointed by Exre,Exr. 10. 
In all which covenants you ſhall finde the principall Nationall fins, 
of which, they declared their dereſtation,and promiſed amendment, 


particularly Named. But indeed every one of thoſe covenants were 


catred into by the command and authority of the ſupreame Gover- 
nour; and it is not to be found in ſacred Writ, where ever there was 
any ſacred Nationall Covenant enjoyned by any, fave by the King, 


or ſupreme of that Nation;or by the expreſſe authority derived from 


Him. But no more of this firſt part of the Covenant,it being as I ve. 
rily beleeve, the leaſt part intended by the Contrivers of it; only it 


is ſet in the firſt place, that looking upon that, our eyes may be ſo 
dazled with the glorious ſpecious religiouſneſſe of it, as not to be a- 


ble to diſcover the foule, abominable iniquity of the reſt, 

The ſecond thingrequired in this oath, is, That we ſweare or 
declare in the preſence of Almighty God, that we doe abhorre and 
deteſt the (aid wicked and treacherous deſigne lately diſcovered, and 
that we never gave, nor will give our aſſent to the execution there- 
of, but will according to our power and vocations oppoſe and re- 
ſiſt the ſame; and all other of the like nature: concerning which, 
I make theſe foure Quæres. 

1. Quer. How is it poſſible for the moſt of men to ſweare this 
in judgement, according to the ſecond neceſſary condition of a law- 
full oath, ſeeing *tis no where declared by the Lords and Commons, 
what that wicked and treacherous deſigne was, further then inthe 
generall (and generalls are no ſufficient ground for the abjuring 
any particular) only Mr. Pym hath collected ſome particulars of it in 
his ſpeech before mentioned: but how ſhall thouſands reach that 
collection? And when they have it, what proofes and teſtimonieg 
doth he bring to convince any reaſonable man of the undoubted 
truth of what he faith ? It ſeemes by that very ſpeech, that himſelfe 
and the reſt of the Houſe of Commons, who know moſt of it; do not 
know it througbly, or at leaſt doubt whether they doe or not, for 
that pardon is offered by him in their names to any ( except thoſe 
who are taken or fled that ſhall within 15, dayes diſcover what he 
knowes of this conſpiracy. And will any man that knowes what 
God is, call him to witneſſe, that he abhorres and deteſts that — 

e 


beyond my skill: I ſhould rather thinke the better, then the worſe of 


(29) "= 
be doth not certainly know. *Tis to be feared God will abhor chat 
man as an extreme vain fooliſh man, that ſhall ſo vainly and fooliſhly - 
prophane his great name; and ſuch a man may eaſily be induced to 
ſweare an abherrement and deteſtation of what God moſt likes and 
loves, he knowing as little of that, as of this. 7 4 

But ſuppoſe the deſigne be ſufficiently declared, though not ſo ful 
ly as ſome deſire it might be; yet M". Pym himſelfe hath withall de- 


. clared that of it in his fore cited ſpeech, that would move any loyall 


Subje4 to make a ſecond Quære. | | | 

2. Quer. Whether any ſuch can ſweare juſtly and righteouſly, 
that the deſigne diſcovered is ſuch a wicked and treacherous de ſigne 
as ought to be abhotred & deteſted by him, for beſides the intentions 
or aimes of it (whereof you heard in the introduction) he tells us, 
that for the principles of it, it did rife from the aſhes of another de- 
ſigne that failed, namely, that mutinous Petition for Peace (as he is 
pleaſed to honour it by his quiet Epithite) contrived in the City, and 
how that was to be abhorred and dete ſted, let every true lover of 
peace judge: Then for the ſteps of it, he aſſureth us, that it eame to 
that high ſtep at the laſt, how they might procure power and coun- 
tenance to the action by authority from His Majeſtie in the way of 
Commiſſion, and this, faith he afterwards, they did precure, and 


this doth not render it very horrible and deteſtable, unleſſe to thoſe 


that abhor to obey any Commiſſion that His Majeſty grants: So for 
the Actors or Agents init, he is pleaſed to cloud ſome in their gene- 
rall qualifications or relations) and ſome few hecloaths withtheir 
ownenames. Inthe generall he tells us, that ſome Members of the 
City had a hand in this deſigne, whereof there were divers(they are 
his words) and ſome Members of both Houſcs , and of the Lords 
Houſe( and if Mr Waller were to be eredited) of the ableſt, of the beſt, 
and of the greateſt; in particular, he names two Gentlemen, Mr. 
Waller, (as though Mr. Waller an eminent Parliament man were not 
worrhy to be reckoned amongſt the Parliament Members) and his 
brother in law Mr. Tomtins, (1 wonder he forgot Mrs. T7 omkins,who 
was allo apprehended and committed; but chaſte man he mindes not 
women, eſpecially other mens wives )) and the Lord Fan/k/ard one 
of the Secretaries of State. And how the deſign ſhould deferye ro be 
abhorred and deteſted from ſuch mens being the prime actors in it, is 


* 


* 


a defigne for ſuch actors ſake : +2 (becauſe Mr Pym ſhould have 
loſt his old wont, if he had made any Speech (cſpecially tothe Citi» 
ens) without throwing ſome dirt in the Kings face) we are further 
let know from the ſame mouth, that this matter was proſecuted in 
part, and agitated and promoted by thoſe which were ſent from His 
Majeſty, and ſeemed tobe Meſſengers of Peace; and (for feare any 
ſhould thinke he aimed onely at the Kings Meſſengers, and not ar the 
King Himſelfe ) inthe ſame breath he falls foule and heavy (like him- 
felt) upon the Kings gracious Meſſage of Peace, and would faine inſi- 
nuate that thoſe Meſſages ſent by His Majeſty were but to amuſe the 
people with prerences of peace, whilſt this villanous project was a 
working, and ſo the King is made one and (perhaps Mr. Pym will 
allow Him in this ſo much of His royall Title) the chiefe of this con- 
{piracy, and what true hearted Subject willbe eañly induced to ſay, 
much leſſe roſweare, thathe abhorres and deteſts as wicked and 
treacherous that deſign, whereofhis Sovercigne is not only through- 
ty informed, but is (with reverence to His Sacred Majeſtie be thoſe 
termes uſed) the chiefe Complotter and Abettor? 

3. Quer. Whether the {wearing that Inever gave my aſſent to 
that deſigne, be not to all thoſe that had any finger therein (and they 
are voiced to be many thouſands) as ſore an oath, and as much be- 
tray ing either of their ſoules to the hazard of hell, or of their bodies 
and eſtates to the probability of utter ruine, as ever the oath ex officis 
was, ſo much cryed out upon in the world ? This I am ſure of, upon 
the diſcoverie of all the wicked, treacherous, horrid, deteſtable de- 
ſignes that have beene in this Kingdome ſince the Reformation, whe- 
ther powder · treaſon, or what other ſoever, there was never the like 
courſe of ſonl-cruclty taken for the inſnaring of ſo many ſoules: the 
Lord in His mercy looke upon them, and deliver them. 

4. Auer. Whether the adding of theſe words, Nor will give my 
aſſent to the execution thereof, but will according tomypower and 
vocation oppoſe and reſiſt the ſame, and all other of the like nature, 
&c. doe not argue ſtrongly that the deſigne was of that nature, that 
if it ſhould appeare in its one colours, it would appear ſo faire, that 
multitudes would yet aſſent to the putting it into execution ? and 
therefore s not fo horrid and deteſtable as nu would make us be- 
leeve; for certainely if it were ſo, the whole Kingdome need not to 
be fworne never to aſſent to the execution of it after tis once diſco- 
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ſhall conceive by prev entitę | 
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plottedꝭ projected comioectot n 
King, Sburen or State, or any'Member thereof; ichat tima) 1 
Or whether the obligation oſ this Oarh be not roſtrained oucly do the dif- 
cCovorꝛ of deſignes againſt the two Houſes of Parliament, and<e 5 

againſt thoſe Members ot each Houſe a int denten ſcoverod de- 
— Po. —— — by —— Trac <br 

I is particular not a 8 | 
| knowesof thecontriving thereof be not bound in conſcience to diſcover 

what he can of it, to the preventing of the him of eme ene! 
4 poore fouls as are like to be hazarded thereby. 
Bot to come to the main things aimed at in che impolingrhis oinditiole 
indeed unto'whichalltheprec preceding parts ofth&Oath,areburapr 
and have been themſelves prepared in a readineſſe, and reſolved- upon by 
ſome to be gotten confirmed by an Oath, long before the forenamedwicked 
and treacherous deſign now made, ſo ad vantagious to fer of this Oati Wh · 
all, was ever heard of, inſomuch that many ſober judicious men do verily 
fuſpect, that rather that deſigne is declared to bo ſo wicked, treabherous; 
horrid and deteſtable, to draw on the taking the 1 this 

Oatb, then that any part of this Oath, much le ſſe the whole Oath it ſelfe, was 
reſolved upom as oceaſiond by the wickednede;reexchery;horridneſſe;end 
dcreftablenciſe of that defign;as fome'wonld perfwade us. 

We are required in the fourth place to ſweare or declare in the preſence ö 
of Almighty God, That we doe in our conſcienees believe, that the Ferces 
ray ſed by the two Houſes of Parliament, ere raiſed and contined for their 
juſt defence, and for the defence of the true proteſtant Religion, and Liber. 
ties of the Subject, againſt the Forces rye! by the King Where Ii in- 
25 t ſutistaction in theſe Qnar. 

1. Ne. Why is the defence of the King, hereleft 2 out, when as 
it dach bin ſo often protciſed and declared, by the Lords and Commons, 
* 19 7 ſeverall Declarmions & hk that they rated their 8 5 a 
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n [It ſeems theyareatraid to ſweare that, 
though they have oſten and often declared it: and why then ſhould: we 
make their declarations ſo firme a ground of our faith, as tbereuponto 
ſweare that we do in gur eonſciencès believe, that the Forces rayſed by 
them. were raiſed and are continued for ſueh and ſuch ende henthey 
themſelvos will not / ſweare that they were raiſed for that end wich they 
have ſo many times declaredꝰ | 1 r 
2. Quer. How dare any man ſweare or declare in the preſence of Al- 
mighty God, &c. that he doth in his conſcience believe, that the Forces 
ray ſed by the rwo Houſes of Parliament, are rayſed and continued for their 
Juſt defence, when the King hath made them ſo many gracious overturcs 
of peace, and they have refuſed them, as appeares by ſundry Meſſages and 
Declarations, with the Anſwers and Replies, that have paſſed betwixt 
me nay, hen the King hath woed and intreated them, with ſuch ſweet» 
nes of temper, and lownes of condeſcenſion as never any Prince nſed te. 
wards Subjects, that they would both name the perſons, and appoint the 
place for a Treaty, betwixt him and them, for ſetling the peace of the King. 
dome, & ending & quieting all differences between them: yet ſtill his offers 
have binutterly rejected, unleſſe he would firlt take downe his Standard, & 
call in what Proclamations & Declarations he had made againſt ſome of the 
Members of both Houſes, & their proceedings (both which His Majeſty 
yeelded to do, ſo that they would revoke their Declarations againſt all per- 
ſons that aſſiſted him) as allo leave his Forces, & withdraw his protection 
both from ſuch perſons, as were by both Houſes voted Delinquents, and 
from all ſuchas ſhouldaftcrwards be ſo votedd, as you may ſee more at large 
in His Me jeſties gracious Meſſage to both Houſes of Parliament, ſent from 
Nottingham, Auguſt 25. 1642. The Anſwere of the bords & Commons 
to that Meſſage. His Majeſties reply to that anſwer. Their anſwer and 
their Declaration to that reply. and the former Meſſage. And can it be 
belee ved that the defenſive part of this Warre (be it juſt or unjuſt) 
was on their ſide, when the King was thus the offerer and ſuer for 
peace, and they the refuſers, requiring Him to yeeld to thoſe things, 
which could not poſſibly Rand with. His owne Honour and Safety . or 
with the ſafety of thoſe that are His moſt faithfull and loyal Subjects, 
called to His aſſiſtance by His Summons, and their Allegiance. Or can 
that be believed tobe a defenfive War, much leſle a War for a juſt defence, 
when many of the forces raiſed by them, were raiſed, and the Kings 
Goods, Armes, Townes, Shipping, and whole Militia were taken from 
Him, and made uſe of, and held againſt him, before . — 
| 5 »Warlike 
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| warlike offence was offered them eee ig 
deene ſufficiently cleared, both by His MaſeſMtes: Declirativiis;ehJupdy 
our ſad \&chargeable experience. Beſide, We'wererbidfroinfeveritl = 


pits, about the time of the firft Propoſitionsfor Horſe, plate, or wan 

— 1642. and often times ſince, that the Forces then in raifing, and nes 
raiſed by the Patlia ment; were to fetch the King from His evill-Cotiicel 
lours.and to remove ther from Him;endthiswasafrerwards again pro? 


miſed to have beene done thin ſuch and ſtich a time, if 9 
bute but the other odde forty or fifty thouſand pounds; and I aſſure you 
we belee ved it then, or elſe we had not parted with dux moneys ſo freely, 
And therefore I eannot but wonder that we, who: at the firſt raiſing at 
Forces by he Parliament, and ſome gaod time fince;did verily Beli ve: 
that thoſeforces were raiſed to euteh away the King from His evill Eonn- 
cellours, & to take away, or drive away his evill Councellers from him, pro- 
miſing our ſelves ſuch hopes of accompliſhing our deſires with fo much 
eaſe & ſpeed, ſhoũd now ſweare that wi do in our conſeienees believe, that 
the tame forces were railed for ttejuſt deſbace of ahe Partiamentjas chouph 
the King had bin then fetehing them from their evil Councellors,or their 
evil Councellors from them. If only feares & jealouſies of the Kings inten- 

tiou to raiſe & leavy warre againſt His Parliament were a juſt cauſe ox 
ground for bis parliament᷑ to levy forces agaiaſt him (vhieh tb grant wonld 
de of moſt dangerous conſequetice'dorh'toKing & K. N perhaps 

ſome might thinke that the preſent Parliament now'sſſembled;did feare, 8e 
were jealous of ſome ſueh thing, & jo had cauſe to provide ſuch a defence 
but how can we be perſwaded in our conſeiences that thoſe feares and 
jealouſies were juſt, when upon the Kings firſt knowing tat ſuch feares 
& jealouſies did poſſeſfe theme did not only declare the contrary, but did 
{olemnely diſav — —— before od s: the World 
that he alwayes had, & then did abhorre all ſuch deſignes ? And for the fur- 
ther clearing of his inte tions in chat particular, He deſired a — 
& Councell, then attending Him to witneſſe with Mim, wherher they di 

ſee any colour of preparations dr © eunettis, ther might reaſonably beget a 
beliefe of avy ſuch deſign, ' & wherherithey were not fully perſwaded to 
the contrary &c. — eres Nobility & Councell then preſent at 
Yorke, Being in number abòve forty, made a Declaration & Profeſſion in 
theſe words we whoſe name fart under writ teh; in obedieuto to Hi a 
fries deſire, aud out of the duiy vb icb t u te Hu Uu. Hon, and 
torrnth, being here upin the places & witneſſes Ni.  Majeſtes frequent und 
earneft Declarations & Profeſſions of bis abhorring all deſigns of making warre 
upon his Parliament, and not ſeeing any I of preparations or _— 

2 — [ 


Farlgamrot, were a iuſt caaſ or ground for his Parliament actually to raiſe 
oricayy Forces agsinſt him jt we could alfo in our conſcigncesbelicve, 
that ſuch feates and jealoplies did really and truly poſſeſſe both Houles; 
yet han it appeares by ſuch evidence (as greater and better could not be 
Rb rene aud jeslouſies were not juſt: ĩt ĩdſtaange to thinks 


Ma gonſeienct or faith (Laight adde w hope cher] that man 
Wh; char en anſwere dr declact᷑ in the preſeyce of Almighty God, that he 
lieyech jn his conſcience that the forces raiſed by be Rarliament upon 
at unſuſt. ground or cauſe, wereitaiſed for their juſt defence. * 
oh, Keen How tan any wen Hate · in Judgement dy in Ttath, chat he 

oth in his cauſoienne boſie ve ibx the Horees ray ſed hythe two Heufes 
of Parliamem, were reiced, Se pregentinned for the defence: of the true Pro. 
teſtant Religion: hen as firſt: it hy the true Proteſtant Religion he meant 
that proteſtane Religion which is now eſtabliſhed (ſo far as ought can be 
ſaid to be-plighliſhed) ia che Church of Englagd (as that muſt be meant, or 
gtherwiſe we loo bot whad the true Proteſtant Religion is, & ſo cannot 
take this Oatfr inindgement) it hoth been ſound by lamentabię experience, 
that the true Proteſtant Religion hath been more invaded, impugned and 
dlaſphemed by the forces raiſed hy the two Houſes of Parliament, and their 
fiſiſtants. and adhexents, in thoſe parts where they have had the power, 
then ever it was ines Queene Nonies daes, witneſie the many vncivill, 
unhumane, unchriſtien attempts, aſſaults and outrages that have becncoms 
titted by Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, and other Sectaries upon our eſtabliſned 
worſhip & ſervice of God, upon Gods holy Ordinanges,6 2 ſa- 
cred places wherein all choſe were wont to meet, & preſent themſc]ves to 
us in ſuch beauty & excelleney to out unſpeakable benefit &camfort.] muſt 
pot forget. how the moſt pious, painful, & orthodoxall Proteſtam —— 
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(they: that in former times, when the Proteſtant Religian ſuffered ait iy 
gap gain Arminianiſme, and other innovations) have beenę ſinep the 
raiſing of forces hy the Parliament, and by the power thereof, abuſed i 
ſoned, and cruelly handled, when others that then deſerted their ſtations) 
have been magnified and extolled:nay, when drunken, debauched. innova- 
ting drones, that have cantrihuted towards the maintenance of tha farlia- 
ments forces, haue beenconuiued at and favoured, and if by chance appre· 
hended, ſpeedily diſmiſſed, and fer at liberty. He muſt have a ſtrong faith; 
and a ſtretching eunſeience, tbat can belecve in his conſrience;thatthoſeare 
markes or ſignes uf defending the true Proteſtant Religion. Ifathis 
ba their defending ot it, God ſend us our old Defendor? thereob nee 
aggaine reeſtabliſped in His Throne, and let theſle new defenders 
defend: themiclves Secondly, the Lords and Commons aſſembled in 
Parliament dick, no longer ſince «hen in March laſt, declare, and 
publiſh ta the world in that Ordinance. of theirs, for the ſpeedyrsiſingand 
leavying of money for che maintenance; ot the Army raiſed by che panlia⸗ 
ment; that the avly Cauſes for which they had raiſed, and did then cor 
tinue an Army and Forces, were, firſt, for the neceſſary defence oftim. 
ſelves (which may be ſome what more eaſily be let ved then for their jaſt 
detence. Secondly, for che neceſſary defence ot this Kin —2 
raigne:invaliuns;adefence not no mentioned: And thirdly ſorithe iin 
ing of votorious oſſenders to condigne puniſhment, aching alta { 
betorc hinted) altagether forgotten in this new oath. And if the Lords 
and Commons themſelves havo ſo lately declared and acknowledged, thut 
theſe were the only cauſes; for which they raiſed, and then continued their 
army and forces, i they have no cauſe to take offence-atiany that ſhali unt 
hielie ve, that the ſame forces were raiſed and continued. for the defence d 
the true Proteſtant Religion. I praiſe God I have no ſuch Moon, faith. 
: 4+ Das. How ean any man ſweare in truth, That be doch in his con» 
ſcience believe, that the forces raiſed by the two Houſes are raiſed and con 


tinued for the defence of the liberties of the Subject, when by ns 
| . 1 . | is 5 
goods, chattells, or lands. Secondly, the liberty of their nd trab- 


and continuing of theſe Forces, firſt, theltberty:of en | 
fiquing. Thirdly; the liberty of their perſons. Fourthly the liberty 0 


conſciences towards God, their King, and their fellow · brethren· y 
the liberty -oftheir very lives, is dayly and hourcly either taken or enden 
vouted to be taken from the beſt of Subjects. & all theſe contrary to thi li- 


berty ofthe eſtabliſhed known Lays of this Land. indeed, to C0 1470 
| | Spendthr ifts 
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lh right ree/ducblybrgets eren eb Deaf, 
e, af; went, li wr e ly . — mat He Majeſty 


hyweendida,bue chat A His ingravourttend te the fra nus conſtant 
[Eft went of che tine Proreſta uu Relggion, the juſt priviledges of Parliament, 
Ferry of the Subject, the Ban. Peace, ms — this King dome, 
us{glemne Prof flier! was made by the King, & atteſted hy His Nobili - 
Counceil, June 11:5 which was five dayes alter that; the Lords 
ad Commons aſſembled in Parliament had made certaine propoſitions 
and orders for the bringing in ol Money, Plate, or Horſe, &c, tor the maine 
tatding an Army fer their defence. So that (as I {aid before) if feares and 
ſealonſies of che Kinge itentions of raiſing and deavyiag War againſt His 
Fatrinmrot, were a jſt can or ground for his Parliament actually o raiſe 
CIITA Forces againRhime$ i we could alſo in our conſciencesbelicve, 
that ſuch fcares and jealoulies did really and truly poſſefſe-both Houles; 
yet an it appeares by ſueh evidence (as greater and better could not be 
=o that thoſe feares and jealouies were not jult:;jpipheangeto thinks 


2 
— 


7 
* 


ma gonſcienet or faith (imipht adde what hope r chert that man 
Wn; chat ean anſwere br declart in the preſoyce of Almighty God, that he 
lieyeth ja his conſcience that the forces raiſed by cha Rarliament upon 
at unjuſt ground or cauſe, wereirsiſed for their juſt defense. "= 
17 Nen How dan any Man fweerecin Judgement in Troth, that he 
oth in his canſoiennebolic are bt cheForges ray ſeg hythe tw] Heufeg 
of Parliamem, were raiced, & pre cοinued for the defence. of the true pro- 
teſtant Religion; M ben as firſt. ĩthy the rue Proteſtant Religion be meant 
that Prgteſtont Religion which is now eſtabliſhed (ſo far as ougbt can be 
faid to be-plighliſhed) in che Church of England (as that muſt be meant, or 
gtherwije we know bot whad the trus Protgſiant Religion is, & ſo cannot 
take this Oattt inindgeme nt) it hath baen found by lamentablę experience, 
that the true Proteſtant Religion hath been more invaded, impugned and 
blaſphemed by the forces raiſed by the to Houſes of Parliament, and their 
ſiſſiſtams and adhexents, in thoſe parts where they have had the power, 
then ever it as ſinee Queene Aeries daies, witneſſe the many uncivill, 
unhumane, unchriſtian attempts, aſſaults and outrages chat have becncoms 
witted hy Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, and other Sectaries upon our eſtabliſhed 
worſhip & ſervice of God, upon Gods holy Ordinanges,& upon thoſe ſa- 
cred places wherein all theſe were wont to meet, & preſent themſelves to 
us in ſuch beauty & excelleney to our unſpeakable benefit & camfort. I muſt 
Por forget. how the mol pious, painful & orthodoxall Proteſtam Dix ines 


8 they 


- 


— 


627 


r 22. eee ger 
another faction, bite the heat 1 
gap egain(t Artninianiſme, and other innovations) — — 
raiſing of forces hy the Parliament, and by the power — — 
{oncd, and eruelly handled, when others that then deſertedtheir ſtations, 
have been magnified and extolled;nay,when drunken,debauched, innova- 
ting drones, that havecantributed towards the maintenance of che harlia- 
ments forces, have beeneonuived at and favoured, and if by chance 
. bended, ſpeedily diſmiſſed, and ſet at liberty. He muſt have a ſtrong faith; 
and a ſtretching eonſcience, that can beleeve in his conſcience;thatthoſeare 
markes or ſignes af defending the true Proteſtant Religion. HHachis 
be cheir defending ol it.: Goti ſend us our old Defendor: thereob ono 
. zgaine: reeſtabliſhed in His Throne, and let thele neu defenders 
detend themſelves Secondly, the Lords and Commons aſſembled in 
Parliament dick, no longer ſince chen in March laſt, declate, and 
publish ta the world in that Ordinance.of theirs, for the ſpce | 
leavytngofmoney for che maintenance. ot the Army raiſed by tha Þatlida 
ment; that the avly Cauſes for which they had raiſed, aud did then col 
tinue an Army and Forces, were, firſt; for the neceſſary 1 
ſelves (which may be ſomewhat more egfily beleeved then for their ju 
defence. Secondly, for che neceſſary defence of this &i . — 
raigne invaſians:i defence not no mentioned. Andehir 
ing of votorious offenders to condigne puniſhment, — alta — 
betore hinted) altagether forgotten in this new oath« And if the Lords 
and Commuas themſclves havo ſo lately declared and acknowledged, ut 
theſe were the only cauſes; for which they raiſed, and then dontinuad their 
army and forees, chey have no cauſe to take offence atiany that ſhali nut 
holie ve, chat the ſame forces were raiſed and continued, for the deſenee of 
the! true Proteſtant Religion. I praiſe God I baveno ſuch Moon: faith. 
4. Quer. How can any man ſweare in truth, That he doch in his cun- 
5 delie ve, that the forces raiſed by the two Houſes are raiſed and gon» 
tinued for the defence of the libarties of the Subject, when by ow 
and continuing of theſe Borces, firſt, the liberty af enjo 
goods, chattells, or lands. Secondly, the liberty of — trading 
fiquing. Thirdly; the liberty of their perſons. Fourthly the de lies 
can ciences towards God, their King, and their fellow · bretinen. P, 
the liberty of their very lives, is dayly and hourgly-cither taken or enden 
vouted to he taken from the beſt of Subjects, & all theſe contrary. to the li- 
de of the eſtabliſhed known Lays of this Land. Indeed, to Bankruper& _ 
SHpendthrifts 
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Spendthrifes, to Rogues, Theeves, Murtherers, and ſuch lille, there is ſucti 
policick liberty ot ſpoyliug, robbing, plundering/ and killing yeelded, to A. 
nabapeiſts, Brownilts, and other Sectaries, ſuch Eceleſiaſticall liberty of 
Conventicle, prating and printing permitted, and to all ſorts of factious, ſe- 
| * ditijous, rebellious Miſcreants, ſuch liberty of lying, rayling and blaſphe- 
ming indulged, as the like was never heard of, much leffe tollerated and 
couutenaùced in any Chriſtian Common-wealth, And though we had ſuch 
taithas that we could beleeve that the forces raiſed by the two Houſes of 


Parliament were raiſed for the defence of the liberties of the Subject, yet · 


When we poore oppreſſed, ſpoyled, and almoſt ruined Subjects, ſee, feele, 
and complaine, that the fruits and effects thereof are ſo deſtructivelycon- 
trary thereunto; we cannot poſſiboly beleeve, that they are ſtili con- 


tinued for the defence of our liberties; and therefore it is but juſt to 


deſire, that they, and only they be required to {wear they doe beleeve this, 
Who have hitherto enjoyed their liberties. | 1 b 8 
15+ aer. How can any man {wearc in Judgement and Truth, that he 
doth in his conſcience beleeve, that the forces raiſed by the two Houſes, 
cc. wete raiſed, & are continued forthe juſt defence of theſe three things 
named in this oath, when that which ſhould juſtify the defence of them 
or any of them (if ought could poſſibly juſtific it in thoſe wayes practiſed 
by them) I meane the knowneeftabliſhed Law of this Land, is not onely - 
violated and juſtled out of place and power, but alſo quite left out of all 
defence and protection; now they come to ſweare or declare before the 
Lord, that thoſe things are. which they intend to defend. What may bee 
the reaſon thiake you, why in former Declarations and Ordinances of 
the Lords and Commons, it hath beene often profeffed, that one 
maine end dt their raiſing foroes was for the defence of the Laws of this 
yet now in this new oꝛth, when they reckon up the maine ends 
of raifing and continuing the very {ame forces, the Lawes of the Land are 
not once named. Certainly we might as ſafely ſweare, that we doe in our 
conſciences believe, that the fayd forces were ray ſed, and are continued for 
the defence of the Lawes of the Land, (notwithſtanding that the whole 
Land knowes that by thoſe forces; the Lawes of the Land have beene and 
are quite ſilenced and null'd) as we can ſweare that we doe in our conſoi · 
ences believe, that they were rayſed and are continued for the juſt defence 
of the Parliament, and are for the defence of the true Proteſtant Religion, 
and libertics of the Subject. Only the Lawes of the Land are likely to 
bring in iuch an heavy accuſation and ſore judgement againſt thoſe 
that have taken up Armes in this cauſe on the Parliament ſide, not- 
| | withſtanding 


„ 
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the defence of theſe Lawes might wel 


A” i 
wichſtandingall e of falr ſeeming 3 
ametrioally, or point blanke to all Arbitrary poweręthat che belerving that 
thoſe farcrs raiſed by the 8 were reifed and ure continued fox 


be ſpared - 
. Deer: How canany man ſweart᷑ either in judgement, or in Righte⸗ 
ou ſneſſe, or in Truth, That he doth in his conſciencxbelee ve that the forces 
raiſed by the two Houſes, & c. were raiſed, and are continued for their own 
juſt defence;and for the defence of the true Proteſtant Religion, and liber- 
ties of the Subject, againſt the Forces raiſed by the Eihg; when the King 
hach not onely oſten and often profeſſed and declared, but at ſundry times 
molt ſolemnely and dee ply vowed, prot: ſted and ſworne ( His — 
and Councell, in number above forty, and in eſtate, honour, and worth 


not to be parallell'd throughout the Kingdom, atteſting and proteſſing the 


ſame; as you heard before) that he ever intended the ſafety and preſer- 
vation of all three, and when he did raiſe any forces, that he raiſed them 
to make goodthoſe intentions, and (and to Gods glory, His Majeſties 


honour, and his Subjects comfort and benefit,be it publiſhed) hath to his 


utmoſt made them all good, in all places where his forces have been quars 
tered ſince the firſt railing them to this pre ſent, as both his Armies, andma- 
ny, thouſands more are ready to depoſe it if that would ſatisſie For my 
part, I aſcribe fo much to the word of a King, and in particular to the 
word of pious, Religious King ChAx LES, that what he declares in point 
of Truth, eſpeciall concerning his Royall Intentions, Itbinke my ſelfe 
bound in Conſcience to believe, be fore all the Declarations of all others 
io the world: ho mueh more, hen ſo pious and religious a King as he is, 
hath fo often vowed and ſworne ſuch and ſuch things, ought all His Sub- 
jects(eſpecially having all ſworne to maintaine His Honour againſt all that 
all do ought to the prejudice thereof ) ſo to honout Him, as to credit 
andibelee ve His Vow and Oath, before the declaration of a few of His 
Subjects, who have ſtrained (to ſay the leaſt, and with the moſt modeſty 
and reverence) their former oathes made to their Soveraigne;both by rai» 
ſing forces againſt Him, and by entring into this preſent Vow and Cove- 
nant againſt Him, and the forces raiſe d by Him, as will be further de- 
monſtrated by and by. Iris weltknowne to all knowing and underſtanding 
men, that a King is not capable of having thoſe by aitnes, and ende nm 
king or taking an Oath, or of thoſe many te mptations of breaking or viola 
ting an Oath when it is made or taken, chat ſome of His Subjects may have. 
And — ſbouldbe granted by all (as weg know it is not th 
Lords & Gominons remaining the two Houſes of parliamenꝭ att there 
15115 — preſentat iy e 
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- Ptdlehtetive; Body of the Kingdome , to doe for them, ' as: well a8 to 
oonſult i yet certainely no ſober. man will grant that every body inthe 
Kingdome is bound to act and doe whatſoever they injoyne, be it good or 
evill, much leſſe that they ought to fwear, that they doe in their conſcien . 
ces belt ve whatſoever they do declare or (wear: and although it were ac · 
knowledped that they are the repreſentative Body ot the Kingdome, and ſo 
repre ſentative, that the whole Kingdom were bound, either to doe, or ſufs 
ter tor not doing, whatſoever they enjoyne (as tis knowne we are not 

melle our Head did conſent, and joyne with them) yet till I hope, none 

inke them the repreſentative Soule bf the Kingdome;ſo that whatſoever 
they believe, or ſwear they believe, our ſouls are bound to believe the ſame, 
Nay further, had the Lords and Commons ſworne exprefly and punctual 


ly that «be forces raiſed by the two Houſes, &c. were raiſed and continu- 


ed forthoſe three fotementioned ends, yet ſtill for the reaſons before al- 
ledged, I cannot fee why we ſhould ſwear that we doe believe the ſome: 


But when the Lords and Commons themſelves, that were the raiſers of 


tidſe forces, ſweare only, that they doe in their conſeiences believe that 
thoſe forces were raiſed, and are continued for thõſe ends (as being it ſeems 
fully per ſwaded fo, either by the cloſe Committee, or by ſome others that 
kaew the certainty thereof.) One would thinke it were an act of charity 
and faith ſufficient, for others to be their compurgators ſo far, as to ſwear 
that they doe believe that thoſe Lords and Commons doe believe ſo; and 
that it is too great a preſumption, to ſwear that they do in their conſeien- 
ces beleeve that it was, and is ſo indeed. Beleeve mee in any other caſe, 
if any other perſons, whoſe truth and integrity is beſt knowne to us, had ac- 
knowledged that they themſelves had done this or that, and being ſuſpe- 
Red, that they had dons it for ſome evill intent or purpoſe,ſhould ſweare 
only that they doe in their conſciences belee ve, that they did it for ſuch, or 
ſuch an end, moſt fair and juſt, their very ſwearing ſo would cauſe more 
ſuſpicion of them, then if they had held their peace, and ſaid nothing. 
7. Qzer. How dare any man ſweare or declare in the preſence of Al- 
mighty God, & c. that he doth in his conſcience believe, that the forces 
raiſed by the two Houſes of Parliament, are raiſed & continued for their juſt 
deſence, and for the defence ofthe ttue Proreſtant Religion, and liberries 
ofthe Subject, agaiuſt the forces raiſed by the King; when foto fweare or 
declare, is to ſweare and declare in Gods preſence that he doth in his con 
ſeiente belee ve, that the Forces raiſed by the King are raiſed and con- 
tinued for the ſubverſion and ruine, at leaſt for the extreame da- 
moge and detriment of all the lame things? And what 2 
ern 2 | that 


6h get e "ON Ty Re, 
That a min muſt be put to ſuch ai Oath,.as to ſwenre nt only that he dath 


"Tieved and ſworne, I do here in the preſence of Almighry God declare, vow, 


by the King, withont their confent. Concerning which part of the Oath, that 
theſe Qzariet may be cleared. 


| Judgement knowing what we fweare? whether are we to underſtand by 


of 


. that calling, his conſcience minded him ſomewhat of the unlawful 
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believe well of both Houſes of Parliament, but alſo that he d oth believe o 
much evill of a good King ? as, were He the worſt of Kings, worſe could | | 
not be thought of Him, all things conſidered, Why per haps there may be 
1ome of ſo loyall and juſt thoughts cowards their Soveraigne; and yet 
withall of ſo charitable and reverentiall thoughts towards both Houſes of 
Parliament as to think that the forces on each part were raiſed & continu- 
ed for the ſame ends, and they (thoſe three mentioned) only moſt unhappi - 
1y differed in the means and waics of accompliſhing of thoſe ends. And 
what ſhall the ſe poore ſoules do, when they cannot ſatisſie the Parlia- 
ment by taking this oath; but they miſt thereby abandon all loyall thought 
of their. King? Lord be thou their Directour. | | ORE +> 
It followeth in the Oath,as an inference inforced from the laſt thing be- 


aud covenant, that I will according to my power and w0;ation aſſiſt the foro 
raiſed and continued by both Houſes of Parliament againſt the Forces vaiſel 
J. may ſtill keepe within the preſcribed bounds of a law 


\ 


full Oath, I deſire 
1. Aer. What is here meant by Vocation, that ſo we may ſwear in 


Vocation, that ordinary coarſe of life, or externall profeſſion, whereunto 
God dath ordinarily call men, & where he doth externally place them? as 
when ſome are called tobe Paſtors & Teachers in the Church, others to be 
fed and taughtʒ ſome are called robe Maſters, others tobe Servants; fome 
are called to be Husbandmen, others ate calledto be Tradeſmen, & c. or 
whether by Vocation here, may not be underſtood ſome extraordinary 
calling by ſecret inſpiration, divine revelation, or the like? as cer- 
tainly fome ſuch calling mult be preſuppoſed, or elſe I cannot ſee. _ * 
what | warrant . they can pretend for the aſſiſting any Forces againſt 
their Soveraigne. This 2 I could not baulk, becauſe the uſing 
of this expreſſion, ¶ According io my Vocation, is not any where ts 
be found, that I know of any Oath that hath beene taken in-this _ 
Nation, cbbugh the other limitation, Arcerding to my power, hath 
beene uſuall in moſt or all our pronriſſorie Oathest which makes me t 
think that ſome Divine or other was the framer and contriver of 
this new Oath; or at leaſt had a great hand in it (howſor ver it was pte 
tended to have beene ſuddainly fra med by ſome Members of the Houle of _ 
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Commons upon the diſcoverꝝ of the great d and 
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| , Cao) 
and unſeenielideſſe for a Miniſter oft | 
in war, eſpecially in ſuch a war;or elſe rather he thought, that the adding of 
this limitation, According to my Vocation, would excuſe him both from con- 


tributing much mony to the war, as alſo from hazarding his owne perſon. 


in it (as ſome of their turious brethren to their ſname and confuſion have 
done) ſo that he did but in his preaching, and by his praying. thoſe two 
glorious, but now profaned and blaſphemed Ordinances, intice and ſtirre 


up others there unto: But then I cannot but ſtill wonder why the Lords 


ſhould each of them ſweare, According to my Vocation, &. I believe if one 
fhould aske any of their Lordſhips what Vocatĩon he is of, he would noe 
take it well; though for the Houle of Commons, we know divers of the are 
of ſeverall Vecation: & ſo this limitation might become them well enough 


2. Quer. How any man that profeſſeth himſelf to be either of the ſame 


judgement with the Church of England, and with the glorious Martyrs, 
and renowned Oivines, and other learned Wortbies, that have ſince the 
Reformation lived in this Church, or of the ſame judgement with any o- 


ther of the Reformed Churches, and the moſt renowned Members thereof, 


ean ſweare in judgement, that he will aſſiſt any forces raiſed by Subjects, 


againſt the forces raiſed by their Sovereign, when it hath beene fo fully and 
amply declared by all thoſe Churches, and by their cheife Worthies ſuc- 


ceſſively in all times, that tis altogether unlawfull for any Subjects to take 
up Armes againſt their Soveraigne, though a Tyrant, though a perſecuter 
of the Goſpell, though never ſo wicked and ungodly, as is to be ſeene in 


bur owne Homilies againſt Rebellion, in the Acts and Monuments of our 


Martyrs, in the Harmony of Confeſſions of the reformed Churches, in La- 
ther, Calvin, Occolampadius, Zwinglims, Bucer, Peter Martyr, Capits,Bul-: 
linger, and many other forraigne Divines, as alſo in multitudes of our moſt 
famous and pious Engliſh Divines, whoſe teſtimonies, with the teſtimo- 
nies of many others, I am credibly informed had beene long ſince, for the 
fatis faction of thoſe that queſtion it, faithfully publiſhed by an Orthodox 
Divine (now a priſoner in Ely Nouſe) had not ſome of the Houſe of Com- 
mons prevented him by ſcizing upon his book while it was in the Preffe, 
as fear ing all ſuch information of the people. 

3. Paer, How any man that. hath taken either the Oath of Supremacy, 
or the Oath of Allegiance, or the late Proteſtation, can without: perjury 
ſefaſte (weare, that be will according to his poweraſſiſt the forces raifed 
and continued by both Houſes of Parliament ageioſt the forces raiſed by 
the King, {ceingallthoſe three Oathes are fo flatly and fully contrary to 
this part of this Oath,. of all the: reſt: as firſt in the Qath of:Supremacy 


* 
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we ſweare, That we did teftifit,ans declare in var ronſeiencer that the K ingi 
Fig hneſſe 4 the only ſuproame Governour of this Realm, &c. und a well in 
4 Spiritualtor Ecclefpaſtical things or cauſes,as Temporall;and if ſo, the juſt 
power of raiſing forces, and other power of the ſworddoth only belong 
x0 Him, and none ought to raiſe any forces, or excerciſc any other power 
of the ſword; without His conſent, and without expreſſe authority de- 
rived from Him; the power of the ſword beiog that which principally 
makes and maintainesthe Supremacy, and therefore aſcribed by the Apo- 
tle to the ſupreme power only, Remi 3-4: He beareth nor the ſword in vaing, 
for be ut he Minifter of God, arevenger to execute wrath ypon him that doth 
vill: and to grant the Parliament a juſt power of 5 forces without 
the Kings conient ( much more to grant them power of railing Armes con- 
_xrary to His proclamation, and dther expreſſe Commands, and they againſt 
the forces raiſed by the King) is to ſet up to ſupreme Powers in one King- 
dome, and ſo two ſwords one againſt another, and both to the ruin ofthe 
whole Kingdome. re ca 
Againe, we ſwenre in the fame Oath, That wewould beareYauh and true 
Allegiance to the Kings highneſſe his Hewes, & c. and thut we wonldto or po- 
wer aſſefft and defend all ro COS and As- 
-thoritses granted or belonging to the Kings Highneſſe ;bis Heires,&-cior united © 
And anne ved to the Imperiall Crowne of the Realme. As alſo in the Oath ot 
Allegiance we ſwear, That we would b care faith and Hilegiance to His a. 
jeſty,. His Heines. &c. and that we would defend Him and them to the utmoſi 
of our power 1 alt conſpiracies and atrempts whatſocver, which ſhould be 
made againſt his or their perſont,thew Crowne and dignity, either.by reaſon of 
any Sentence or Declaration of the Pope or otherwiſe ,aud that we would do our 
belt endeavoar to diſcloſe and make knowne unto His Majeftyhis Heiresr,@ ce 
all treaſons, and traiterous conſpiracies, which we ſhould knowoy heare vf. to be 
againſt him or any of them. And laſtly.in our late Proteſtation, we ſweare to 
maintaine and defend with our lives, and powersandeftares,according to 
the duty of our Allegiance, His Ma jeſties royall perſon, Honour, & Eſtate; & 
to our power, & as far as lawfully we may, to oppoſe, & by all good meanes 
to endeavour to bringto condigne puniſhment all ſuch as ſnould · either by 
force. plots, conſpiracies or other wiſe do any thing to the contrary . Now 
whether the aſſiſting of forees raiſed by ſome of rhe Kings Subjects againſt 
the forees raited by che King, be not ex preſiy and fully contrary to all theſe 
particulars promi ſed and ſworn in all theſe Oathes, let any indifferent man 
judge: as ( to name ſome contrarieties for many] 1. Whether it be not u. 
ſurpation or incroachment upon * Juriſdictions, Priviledges, *Prehe: 
5 Fa 


S 
miĩnences or Authority granted or belonging to the Kings Highneſſe, and 
united and annexed to the Imperiall Crowne, and ſo flatly contrety to the 
Oath of Supremacy. 2. Whether it be not an attempt, it not a conſpiracy, 
made againſt either the Kings Perſon, or his Crowne and Dignity, and fo 
fully contrary to the Oath of Allegiance. - 3. Whether it be not hazardous 
tothe Kings Per ſon ſcandalous to His Honour, and detrimentall to His E- 
ſtate. and ſo directly contrary to the late Proteſtation. Laſtly. whether it 
be not a breach of that faith, duty, and loyall ſubjection, which both by the 
bond of Allegiance, and by the com mandement of Almighty God (as the 
Statute acknowledgeth 7. ac. cap. 6.) we ought to beate to His Majeſty, 
and ſo contrary to all three Oathes, and to his expreſſe command, who 
is called to witneſſeb oth in them and this. For my part, I appeale 
only to that which is moſt concerned, and in moſt perill, I meane thę 
conſcience of every one that hath taken the former Oathes, and is re- 
quircd to this, wiſhing that every one that hath forgotten whether he e- 
ver tooke the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance or not, (as I feare there 
are not a fe ſuch) that he would conſult with himſelfe, and the Statutes 
which enjoyne thoſe Oathes, vi x. i. Elix. c. t. & 5. Elie. c. i.·andʒ. Iacob. c. 
4. & 7. Jacob. 6. the comparing ot this new Oath with thoſe former Oat hs 
would occaſion a multitude of Queries, had ſome men the liberty of ſtart- 
ing themʒ I ſhall be bold only to point at one, which in order to the preced- 
ing. Qvsries uponthis part of this Oath makes the fourth. é 
4. Auer. Whether the taking of a new Oath, and recommending and 
tendring it to others, which is contrary to the Oath of Allegiance, as this 
new Oath is, do not render the perſons ſo doing, guilty of the breach, and 
liable to the penalty of that branch in that Statute 3. Iacob. cap. 4. expreſſed 
in theſe words: And further be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
if any perſon or pefſons at any time, after the tenth of June, ſhall either u- 
pon the ſeas, or in any other place, within the Dominions of the Kings 
Ma jeſty, his heires, or ſucceſſours, put in practice to abſolve, perſwade, or 
withdraw any of the Subjects of the Kings Majeſty, or of his heirs, or ſuc- 
ceſſors of chis Realme of England from their naturall obedience to His 
Majeſty', His Heires, or Sueceſſours, or to reconcile them to the 
Pope or See of Rome, or to move them or any of them, to promiſe obedi- 
ence to any pretended authority ot the See of Rome, or to any other Prince 
State, or Potentate, That then every ſuch Per ſon, their procurers,counſcl- 
Jours, ayders and maintainers, knowing the lame, ſhall be to all in · 
tents adjudged Traitours, and being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall. 
have judge ment, ſuffer and forfeit, as in caſes of high Treaſon, 5 5 
a | 2” ; And 
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And if any deb IE aforeſaid; & c. ſhall be willingly abſolved.ar 
wirhdrawne as aforcfaid; or willingly reconciled, or promiſe obedience to 
any ſuch pretended authority, prince, State, or Potentate, as aforeſaid, Thar 
every ſueb perſon or perſons, their procurers, counſellors, ay ders, and 
maintainers, knowing the ſame, ſhall he to all intents adjudged Traytors, 
and being thereof lawfully convicted, ſnall have judgement. ſuffer, and — 
feit, as in caſe of high treaſon. See the hke Stat. a 3: lic cad i- 

could wiſh, that you would propound this Quærie privately 2 — 
honeſt, able. faichfull Lawyer, and let mee know — it being = 
great and high concerũment. 

56. Aus. Whether the ſwearing, char we will recrding to ont — . 
and voœntion, afſiſt the torces rayſed and continued by bath Houſes of Par- 
i oath ainſt the forces rayſed by the King. doth not ſweare us un to- 

do that, bs 7508 will brivg us within compaſſc of high Treafon,declared by 
that Statute of 25. Edw, 3. cap. 2. wherein it is declared by the King at the 

requeſt of the Lords and Commons in that Parliament aſſembled, That ic 
is higb Treaſan to compaſſe or imagine tha death of our Lord tbe King, or 
of our Ladie His Queene, orof their eldeſt Sonne and heire : of ifa man do 
levy warre againſt our Lord the King i in His Realme, or be adherent tothe 
Kings enemies in his Realme, giving to, them ayd and comfort in the 
Realme or elſwhere, and thereof be probably attainted ot open. deed by 
people of their condition. I believe, hen the eſtabliſned Law ofthis i and 
comes tobe in force againe, it will puzzle all the Lawyers of this Kingdom 
to aſſoile us of that guilt, by the ſubtileſt interpretations they can invent. 
And truly I doe not yet value either fouls or body at ſo aw A rate, as to 
venture eyther upon ſuch an hazard. 

But ſuppoſe that it ſhould not be found high treaſon, vert — 
Quæry to put concerning this oath, that will make many. looke, before 
they leape into it, leſt _y thereby leap out of a great part of their eftares; 5 
and that is this. 

6. Quer. Whether the raking this part of this oath.and praftiiogace 
cordingiy,: doe not expoſe as many as have Offices, Fees, Annuities, Ho- 
nours; Lordſhips, Caſtles, Mannors, Lands, Tevements, and ether poſſeſ. 
ſions and hereditaments of the Kings gifts and grauts, (which are through⸗ 
out ahis Kingdome a conſiderable number] to an inavoydable forfeiture | 
thereof, henas by thoſe two Statutes vi. 3 1. Hen. . cop.. & Ag. H an. 
7. can. I. it is anacted, That every ꝓerſau or perſons within the Reime of 
England or Wales, that have any ſuch offices. fees, annuities & e. & dothnat 
in NN 0 in per ſon in wars againſt e 


hd . 


und Rebells with in the ſame Feb, L without, for repteſſing and ſub- 
duing of them and their miſchei vous purpoſe, ſhalt fortcir all his offices 
fees, annuities, &c, and that all the Kings gifts, grants, and letters patents, 
whereby they enjoy them, ſhall be utterly annulled, void, of none effect, 
and at the Kings pleaſure: unleſſe it be ſuch, as have ſpeciall licence under 
the Kings ſigne Manuallor ſignet, or eiſe have ſuch unfeigned ſickeneſſe, 
letting, of diſeaſe, chat he may not in his perſon 'ceme to do that atren- 
: ves hf 5 F715 tf ud 

The ſame Statute, as they require fuch attendance upon the Kings Per- 
ſon in his warres, more ye ow from ſuch-menas have any promotion 
fro mtheKing, fo theydeclare alfo, that every Subject by the duty of his 
Allegiance is bounden to ſerve and aſſiſt his Prince and Soveraigne Lord at 
all ſeaſons when need ſhall require; and what he ſhall be adjudged worthy 
to forfeit or ſuffer, that ſhall faile of that duty, any knowing Lawyer will 

ſoone informe you. enz n : 
7. fuer, How canany manſweare in Righteouſneſſe, that he will af 
. fiſt the forces raiſed and continued; by both Houſes of Parliament againſt 
the forces raiſed by the King: when by the Lawes'of the Landl it is ena 
Red, that no manner of perſon or perſons, whatſoever he or they be that 
attend upon the King and Sovereigne Lord of this Land for the time being 
in his perſon, & c. or be in other places by hiscommandment in his Farres 
within this Land or without, ſhall for the ſame be either convict or at- 
taint of high Treaſon, or any other offences, either by Act of Parliament or 
otherwiſe by any proceſſe of Law, whereby to ſuffer any loſſe or damage, 
but for that deed and ſervice to be utterly diſcharged for any vexation, 
trouble or loſſe, and if any act or acts, or other proceſſe after the time of that 
act ſhall happen to be made contrary to that act, that then that Act or Acts 
or other procefle of the Law whatſoever ſhail ſtand and be utterly void, 

11. Hen. 7. cap. 1. | | 

It is no wonder then, if in this new covenant, when we ſweare to aſſiſt 
the forces raiſed and continued by the rwo Houſes of Parliament againſt 
the forces raiſed by the King, that neceſſary reſtriction or limitation (fo 
carefully infertedin the late Proteſtatiou,) vix. As far as lawfully I may, be 
here in this oath wholly omitted; when as the eſtabliſhed lawes of the 
Landor in ſo many things ſo fully contrary to all ſuch aſſiſtance, chat ãf wee 
had ſworne only to aſſiſt the Parliaments forces againſt the Kings forces, as 
farre as lawtully we may, we had ſworne not to aſſiſt them at all, but ta our 

utmoſt to reſiſt and repreſſe them. FD e IING 
And whereas tis further intimated in this part ofthis Oath, and —— 

Wanie 


which followeth, by wey of agavgcion againſt the King" Forces, th 


we will aecording to our power, & c. aſſiſt che publique 3 


and continued by the two Houſes of Parliament) againſt che Forces raiſed 


inſtruments 
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ſters) muſt 1 vo andcovenantto affiltthem? - 

2. What if any jeſuits, or ſeſuited Papiſts ſhall joyne in the purſuance of 
the Cauſe ? Muſt I ſwœeare to aſſiſt them? W by thenis there in the Introdu- 
ctiom to this oath fuch aloud complaint made of a Popiſh Army now on 
foot & c. Ie ſeems, that it is not᷑ eheir being Po piſn that troubles them, but 
their being an Army againſt their deſigne, for it appeares by this clauſe of 
this oath, That if an army of Papiſts would aſſiſt them againſt the Kings 
Forces, and take but this oath, they ſheuld have their oaths, and the oaths 
of as many as they can prevaile with, to ſwear that they will aſſiſt chem in 


| WEE. On uk: 
take this ouch / as certainly they may wich no ſmall advantage to their Ma- 


whatſoever they ſhall doe in that way. Iv ill not queſtiontheir alliſting of 


Anabaptiſts, Brownilts, and other Sectaries, they are ſo deep in their prote- 
ction and aſſiſtance already, that there needs no ſwearing to aſſiſt chem. 

But what thinke you inthe third place, what if Monopolizers,Patemtees; 
Projectors; ſcaudalous Miniſters, & e. Which not long fince were rendred 
the very bane of the Kingdome, &unworthy to live may what it notorious 
Rogues, Theeves, Plunderers, Robbers, Murderers, inceſtuous per ſons, per- 
jured perſon;traitors & aſſaſinates ſhal to former impieties adde the taking 
this osth? am I not like wile required hy this claaſe to ſeare to aſſiſt chem, 
and every of them. To leave perſons & come to things; perhaps the things 
wherein I maſt ſweare to aſliſt all perſons that ſhall take this oath, will 
prove ſuch, as chat I may lawtully ſwear to aſſiſt any perſons in, be they o- 
therwiſe never fo letod and wicked. Well, ſappoſe that, (though as God 
abhorrs wicked mens ſacriſices, ſõ Where I know them to be ſuch, Ilike 
not to he their ſſiſtaats or conipanions in their moſt ſpecious underta - 


kings) yet let us examine what ckhings they are thax we muſt wear to aſſiſt 


them in; why the oath it felfe tells us plainly; and without any limitation, 
that we muſt aſfiſt them in hat they ſhall do in the pur ſuance thereot, that 


is (as far as Lam able to conſtruc it) in whatſoever they ſhall do for the aſ· 


ſiſtance or advantage of the forces raiſed by the two Houſes; againſt the 
forcesraif dy the King : and here ariſetha fourth Query, (quiet it that 
can) Whar it any perſon! or perſons ſhall in che pur ſuanes of this Bu- 
ſineſſe, rob, ſpoyle, or plunder any o the Kings Sub jecta / What if he, or 
ann ownefachors brorhers, Maſs 
or friends? What it they ll pte or print horvidelyes andblaphe- 
mies, beſides old rotten ends of long ſince condemned Hereſies mixt 
with new Sedition, Treaſon, and Rebellion? i Nay: what if any: per- 

fon or perlons fhall in chat pur ſuance mentioned, artenipt: che depo- 
ſing of Our Sovetzigue Lord ae King; or (Which in ume chat 


more 
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Conſort, and all His hopefull Children ? Doe not as many astake this 
' Oath; ſwear to aſſiſt them. and every of them that ſhall commit theſe & all 


. whether they did or not, I am ſure wee have juſt eauſe from hene 


— e before har been 2 4 


more to be trembletl at in We ver namin che Killing ot im 


— 


theſe dereſtable execrable wickedneſſes, when they fweare that they will 
affiſt every one that ſhall rake this Oath, without exception, in | 
vet he (hall doe in the purſuance of that their Cauſe, w chou reſlti ton f 
Ves deubtleſſe, unleſſe they ſweare with ſome mentall reſervation, w 

is" Jeſuitieall, or with ſome reſervation or all(as tis ſaid; ſome ofthe Ter 
tobke the whole Oath) which in effect made it no Oath, but # Mock-oath. 
And therefore that forenlamed limitation, Ar far as lam = 

well have beenchere alſo inferted, had it ſeemed good to che Ton 
of this Oath.” But tis likely they have ſome cauſe to the contrat 


02 | 
mu 
ſpect, that this Ouch aĩmes at more then yet the Conttivers of who 
cover. And let them now aſcend never ſo high/ordignevet ſo 5 
it to dare Heaven with an attempt, or to tanſacke Helf for one u 
of this Oath way taken, will aſſure them of companions, * ©" *' 

There is but one piece more of this new Oath; beſides the af wil 
ol, all, that remaines to be opened, viz. And —.— i 


VE, 


rope opts A pores be wrapt up fri 
Al. What it Go his infinite mei 

ſo 70 pen ee eyes of” he bli | 

their wall and : 6 

ous hearts,” that yet onee they i 

their eares, and underſtan wird . 
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raiſed Faces Ter ber G00 el miraculoufly by Him) for the ſafety ox? 
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now! it when God ſhall manifeſt it ; or if wee doe acknowledge: 
It, wee cannot either directly or indirealy make. peace with or ſubminĩ- 
ſer helpe and aſſiſtance unto thoſe Forces of our molt gracious King, rai- 
ſed up by God for his owne Glory, our Soveraignes ſafety, and our one: 


and our poltcritics preſervation and comfort, without being per jured 4 


Lord keep thou our feet out of this ſnare. | | 
"+, Thus have I at laſt gotten through each part of this Covenant, except 


only that which I but now called the ſeale thereof, in theſe words: And 


this Vow. and Covenant I make in ube preſence of God the ſearcher of all 
hearts, with a true intention to performe the ſame, as 1/tall- anſwer it atthe- 
2 when the ſecrets of dit hearts ſhall be diſcloſe. Had this Vow and 


ovenant beene made only of ſuch things as are true and-jult, an&knowne... 


fo te be unto all that are required to enter into it, the ſetting of this Seale 
— peceſſay ; but the Vow and Covenant ie ſelſe be- 


had a 
Ing fitch (as it appeares to be by the ſearching into it) that no one intire 


clauſe of it can be taken ſat leaſt not of the promiſſory part) without tranſ- 
greſſing fouly againſt one or more of thoſe three inſeparable conditions of 
a: juſtifiable Oath: in my apprehenſion, the requiring us to ſet to this 
Scale ſhould be enough to terriſie all men (that know What the affixing to 
ſuch a Scale meaneth) from daring to enter into the place where this. 
8 taken, much more from entring into this Covenant it ſelfe, 
an 


ſetting this ſoul · ſcarring Seale thereunto. For how ſhall I ( may eve- 


xy. ſuch man y) ho ſhall I make ſych.aCoyenant as this in the preſence 
of Almighty God the ſearcher of alt hearts f when, he that ſeareheth my 
heart knoweth char ſome parts of it Lunderſtand not bat they meane. 


DE parts I doubt of whether they be true, ſome parts I know to-beille- 
all and un juſt : and to ſome parts I havealready once, twice or oftner 


ſworne the jult contrary, calling the ſame. Almighty God the ſearcher of 


all hearts to witneſſe thereunto, , and ta beavgnged on me i I made it not 
good ? And how ſhall T pawne, all tl be at that 
eat and terrible day of the Lord to all the Web and judgement that ſhall 
be revealed upon the truth of my intention of performing this Covenant 
when either my heart already tells me, or may, ſoone tell me that I intend 
no ſuch thing, or to be ſure it will be told mne in. that day when the ſecrers 
of Eee aa ene fuch ching oughera — 
much as intended, much leſſe ſworne by me ? ds > ee 
1 Gee zou ( moſt intimate of friends) both my judgement of this 
ve Cath, and my carnck requeſt for yours, ſeconded with re 


— — 
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(49) Pe, 
If yon Gabbl Mina havent a our-ſclfe, e 
Qerieieome toiyour hands, (as who in thele tempting, turnir 

| can be confident of any mans conſtaney 7 api ee ugh 

ſing upon them, they. may ſo work upon yon, ene a 
upon Mhat you have done with-ſorr wa 194 
what you have thereby i ly promiſed; wich:ſpiricand Nr pas 
knowing that it is a reſolved caſe in — of conſcience, That in — 1 — and 
unlawfult Oathes, Qi non mutat, duplicitur peccat, & quia injuſte 
Mts & quis facit quid wendeber : Heethatalters not his reſolutio his reſolutiom, et 2 
blech his ſin r unjuſtly; and then d BE. 
which bee onghtnor te doe. And holy David did rceingly biel ork. 
God, the advice. of a woman, and the woman her ſelfethar gave it. for kee. 
ping him of from performing a raſh and unjuſt Vow that A e | 
I.Sam.25. You baveſccne my fidelity, let meeſeeyours: ever 
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